MN 


H1154 -0001 


IMT Nuremberg Archives 


H — 1154 


International Court of Justice 





PA TIAL T: PSLATION OF DOCU Nt 
NO. 2; KO-PE. 
OFIC OF UeS. CTS" Or CO NSELe 


D e em rem ee 


VOSLKISCIUR SsODACHTSR 


ne re eee e e 


Munich Edition, Wednesday 26 March 1944, Noe U5, Volume Sle 


}uenchener Ausgabe. liittwoch 26 Maerz 1941. 05, Ausce Se 


"Yu; oslavia also in the Tri~Partitc Pact 
Mister Churvcaiill coin has lost a battle" 


EE AE ZZ E 
(Pare 2, leading in conire of page) 
"The Protocol on the Entry of Yusoslavia." 
A ZZ IA EE A 
(Page 2. Column 2. Linc 4.2 to Line 60) 
"Notes of the Axis Covermsents. to Lelrradde 
At the saic time, when the protocol on the cntry of Yuvoslavia 
to the TriePartite Pact wes sined, the gover. ments of the Axis powers 
sent to the Yugoslavian Government the followin;; idcntical notes : 
Tit, Prime ` inister ; 


"In the naw of the Cernan Goverment and at its behest, I 
have the hohour to inform Yow iixccllency of the following, 3 


"On the occasion of the Yugoslavian entry to-day into tl 
Tri-Pertite .wact, the Gcrman Govcermucnt confirms its determination to 
respect the soverci;nty and territorial inte;rity of Yuroslavia at all 
tines. * 


EE oR 
(Pace 2, Colum 2. Lincs G, to U3) 
"ire Princ Minister 2 


‘With rcfercnce to the conversations, that occurred in conacction 
with the Yucoslavien cntry into the Tri~Partite Pact, I have the honour 
to confirm to Your ikecllenecy heruwith in the nave of the Reich Cabinct 
(Reichsre; icrun:), that in the arecment between the Axis rowers and the 
Royal Yugoslavian Ou eh the covernncnts of the Axis powers Curing 
this war will not dircet a demond to Yucoslavia to pemiit the march or 
transportation of troops through Yu; oslavian national territory. 
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Permit me, Mre Primo iiinister, to express the assurance of 
ny highest respocts.' " 
SCD. JOACIOM VON RIS DOE, 


CERTIFICATE OF T ANSLATION OF DOCUENT 
HO, Dt De 


49 Noverbor 19456 


I, WILLARD EVANS SKIDMORE, Lts, (jc), USNR, 391590, hereby certify 
that I an thoroughly conversant with the E vilish and Goman languages, 
and that the above is a true and correct translation f Docurent Noe 
hb Dä 


WILLARD NAH SKID. ORS 
Lte (jg) USNR, 391590. 
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TRiNSLiTION OF DONMINT 2765=PS 
OFPIZE OF T 3 Cp op mmszt, 


Paro 1 Ke H 
entire first pararraph! 


a ee 


The Tnuehrer first oxoressod his satisfaction vith vugoslaviats 
joining tho tripartito part ind the resulting dofinition of 
her position. This is of Special importinco in viow of the 
Droposod military action minst Greeco, for, if one considors 
that for 350 to 409 km the important lino of comuninsation 
throveh Bulearia runs within 20 km. of the vuroslav border, 
one can. judge thit with a Anbions Wititnde of wueoslavir an 
Uniortrkine rw rinst Crocco world havo beon militarily in 
cxtronelvy fool hardv vonturo, 


SO A En wee aw 


Pago 4. 


| 


last Piracriph on paro A 
- ondine on prta P, 


ee eee ie 


vescovo re 


eee 


Towird tho ond of Mirch, Cornanv would havo conploted her 
assomblv of troops on tho Grook front. Then it wonla only 
awit good woathor, for in Tiinv woathor throo of hor most 
importint arms cannot bo Ntiligecd: 


The air force, esvociilly in mountainous territory 


The hsavv tochnicil r1rms which cannot movo on the 
soft srovnd, and 


The rapiditv with Which, in 2 brerkthronsh of the front, 
the armored ana motorizod formations hive to follow zt 
through. Thorofore, boginnins the ond of the Month, 
Gormany wonld only ne ritina good weathor in ordor 

to striko. 


Piso 9 
first Pararraph 
Starting on that paro 


In answor to a anestion of Gino's about the probablo 
Anration of tho Grook empirien, tho Puchror ropliod that 
miron favourable woathor tho decision told bo brovueht about 
Vithin 1. forn divs, Novortholoss tho initial assonbly (Anft- 
marsch) oresoents croat tochnic2al and ore inizitionil »robloms 
Moro thin 1 $ million mon wonla have to bo suvpliod, and 
cach r4ditional division broucht to Bulgarixr would erin do 
l v for ı fow davs tho Supylics of tho other ones, bee21isoe 
only 1 fow rrilroids iro Irilrible, 


PALL LOA Oy 
OF DIZTTENT NO 
» November 1945 


I, Virginii von ston, 046328, hereby certify that I am 
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MENT 2765-PS 
RANSLATION OF DOVREINT 2760 
OPTI 03 ORT 3 MUR OF INIL. 


(Jont. ) 


j i and German Languacer 
hiv conversant with the Fnglish an "ai 
Wa rori Pe above is a true and correct translation of 
Docent 2765-PS3, 


Virginia von SJN 
046318 
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Jee, W/O an) 


EXTRACT FROM "DIRECTION NO, 25." 


Führer's Headquarters, 
Ze Ju . 


(1) the military Ditsch An Jugoslavia has altered the 
political situation iin the Balkans, Jugoslavia must, in spite of 
her protestations of loyalty for the tine being, be considered as an 
enemy’ and therefore be crushed as specdily as possible, 


(2) It is my intention to force my way into Jugoslavia 
from the area comprising Fiume and Graz on the one hand and the area 
around Sofia on the other, moving in the general direction of Belgrade 
and South of this, and to cont: act and emihilate the Jugoslavia ariy, 
also to cut off the cxtreme Southern port of Jugoslavia from the rest 
of the country, and to take it over as a base for the cor itinuance of 
the combined Gateeg, and Italian offensive aginst Greeee. 

The approaching; opening of the Danube to traffic, 
and the taking over of the copper mines nt Bor’ are inportant for 
reasons of war economy. 


An attempt will be made to persuade Hungary and 
Bulgaria to tske part in the operations by holding out the prospect 
of regaining Banat ond Maccdonin Ze 


The political internal crisis in Jugoslaviec will 
be ee more acute by the political assurances riven to the 
Croatians, 


A. HITLER 





Mee äef Af, B, 17° Partial translation of DOCUMENT 
„d dee GFE 1746 PS. OFFICE OF U.S. CHIEF of 
[Filed CS COUNSEL. 


CONFERENCE BETWEEN FIELD MARSHAL LIST and 
representatives of the BULGARIAN GENERAL STAFF. 


(Agreement between GERMANY, BULGARIA, and RUMANIA for 
attacking GREECE and eventually TURKEY) dated 
8th FEBRUARY 1941. 
=- 00m mma 


PART I 
(partial translation) 


Page 1, Line 5-14. 
MINUTES. 


of questions discussed between the representatives of the Royal Bulgarian Gener 
Staff and the German Supreme Command - General Field Marshal List - in connecti 
with the possible movement of German troops through Bulgaria and their comnitme. 
against Greece and possibly against Turkey, if she should involve herself in thi 
Wars 


Page l, Line }9 - Page 2, Line 2l.: 


1) During the operations of the German troops against Greece or Turkey, the 
Bulgarian army will not be committed in an offensive way against the two 
mentioned countries, according to an cgreement between the two governments, 
It will be reinforced, in order to safecuard the new order on the Belkan, 


2) Up to the arrival of Goran troops on the Bulgarian South and South cast 
border, the Bulgarian army will alone defend its territory with its om troo 
for the beginning, with about the fgllowing deployment; 


at least 6 Bulgarian divisions on the Bulgarien-Turkish border, 
sufficient forces for the protection of the b rder, on the Greck border 
reinforced border protection on the Yugoslavian border. 


Leter on, the Bulgarian army is also responsible for adequate protection 
along those fronts where Gernan forces will not become offensive, 


The mobilisation an the deployment of these forces may start imediate, 
in a camouflaged way. However, in order that these measures will have the de- 
sired effect, the deliveries to Bulgaria .must be fulfilled immediatcly by 
Germany (cnclosure I). 


The Gernan supreme command will do everything in its power, so that its 
troops will appear on the Bulgsricn-Turkish and Bulgaricn-Greek border in 
sufficient numbers in the shortest tine. 


For this purpose, from the beginning a sufficicnt amount of German foree 
mainly armored and motorised divisions - will be moved in the shortest time 
behind the Bulgarian border protection troops. This aove will start with the 
deployment of the two armored divisions which already are in the Dobrudscha 
as well as with the armored and motorised divisions which are in Walachia. The 
other forces provided for the operations, thet means more infantry and armored 
divisions, will follow behind, depending on weather, road, end bridge situation 


Page 3, Line 3 = 12: 


3) The Bulgarian an the German general staff will take all measures in order 
to camouflage the preparation of the operations snd to assure in this wy the 
most favourable conditions for the execution of the Germen operations 2s planne: 

The representatives of the two gencral staffs consider it to be suitable 
infora their governments that it will be good to take the necessity of secrecy 
and surprise into consideration, when the three-power treaty is signed by Bulgar 
in order to assure the success of the military operations, 


l. 


TH 





PAPTIAL TRATSLATIO’ OF DOCUMENT 
1745-PS (Cont!-) 


3 =~ PAGE 4, LINE 27; 
4). In ardor to vrotoet Bulgaria from sny sogsibl> enomy befsre end efter the 


beginning of tha operrtions, tho German sunrame command will teke the following 
moesuros: 


a) Against Turkey: 


From the beginning, sufficiant German forces, mainly ermored divisions, 
will be thrown against the Turkish barer behind the Bulgarian defensive 
front. At the samo time, the Germen air force will stend ready for 
active defonss:, 

If Turkey should attack Bulgaria, while the German operstions pgeinst 
Gresce arə being carried nut, the Bulgerien army will defend itself, 
supported’ by sufficiont Garmen forces. Th: Germen sucreme enmmend will 
teko ell necessary mossur2s immediately, in order to beat and throw beck 
the Turkish army with Garmen troops, so thet en extended defense by Bul- 
gerian troons will ba evnided on the Turkish front. 

The seme also gnes for Greece, if the Groeks should attack Bulgrrie 
during the German speretinons against Turkay. 


d) Arrinst Graece: 


Motorized sévence units shell thrust imtrodiatcly agninst the Grook- 
Bulgarien border as fest as onssibl>, in ardor to stand thers as support 
for ths nrotaction of the Bulgarien border. 


Against Yugoslavian: 


If Yuenslavie shoulé atteck, the enlwmns of the Gernen infentry division 
would take over the mroteetinn against ths “est, at first, which ere de- 
plovod on the right flenk to the reer, Othar Carman forces would get at 
Yuenslevia from another sign, tan, It is sssumed in this ense, thet a 
roinforced Bulgarian border vrotrctinn oxists lsn along the Pulgsarian- 
Yuenslev barder. 


Acsinst Cussia: 


Sufficient German farces er: ronav an the Gornen Eastern border, ta bs 
used for any vurnoso, “nrenvar, German instructor trons ors sveileble 
in Rumania, in addition to the Rumanian erty. 


e) Against lending sttemts: 


The German troons ara in a onsitinn tr toks a hand at any time in the 
defense against a passible lending on the Bleck Saa coast, in cooneretin 
with the sir force, Besides, the simrane esmmend of the sarny List will 
make its suggestions at the enmpstent Carman navy office, in ardor to 
strengthen the orotection of the twa matte Verne ond Burgess, according 
to ths alresdy known wishes of the Bulgarion supreme enmmend, 


The Bulgarian army will sign do its nart to guerentee the orotection 
of the two ports by providing forcas thers, 


PAGE 4, LINE 32 ~ PAGE 5, LIVE 27: 


6). The sunply of the Gorman traonps on their merch through Bulgaria end during 
their ovnerstions sgrinst Gresee or Turkay will ba vrovided from the own German 
stocks. However, in order to relieve the reilpoed ond trensportetion system, 
esvacielly with rogerd to feading frcilitias, sscistence from tho Bulgerien side 
is necessery, This sssistence will onlv bo within tha limits of tho sn-celled 
"Contingants". ("Yontingent"), Tho Aeteils abant th: installation of tho neces: 
ary dumns, abaut vourchases, paymant of wor’, atc., as well as export and impart 
control, will b2 ragulated by » sneciel enmmission. 


(Romerk in encil) (L IV Is teken care of) 


— De 
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PARTIAL T ANSLATION op DOCU NT 
1745~PS§__ (Cont'd) 


7). It will Be necessery to uso the Bulerrian netionel instelletions (railroad, 
Postrel system, ote), far tha puroosas of tho Garmen armad forces, as fer as it 
will be bserabl: for the Bulgerisn zeapammg, The dateils abnut it will be reg- 
ulated by the special eo=missionns which pra alrəady in Sofie, It is presumed 
that ss acieallv the reilrosd net end the rolling stock will be placed at the dis- 
nasel of tho German army far its r-quiroments. For thet purnos? it is necessary 
thet the Balgrrian reilroed receives an avtra allawanca of sbout 1% lncom tives, 
150^ freight cers and 3) kn rail metoriel, in ardar ta satisfy all raquirements 
of tho Bulsearion SI the Bulesrien senno-y snd tha Garman army. Opcretion and 
aenegomsnt of tho Bulerrian netinnel reilrosds, nostel end t2l-ersphic service 
ero ta romain in Bulesrien hands. Trensnortetion requirod by the Gornen arry 
Will be orzenized by the Bulgarian gonarel stoff, The @eteils about the service 
of the reilrosds, nnstrl and telosrsphic systens will be discussed end regulated 
br: a sncciel éenmmissinn. 


PAGE 6, LIS 6 «11: 

eh nft 3 

19), The sctivity of the cnunter intelligones service (Abwohr dienst) ^af the 
German and Bulgarian gan`ral steffs is alrəsày romlstod. by © special camnissinn. 


11), The mastian af enr-ona funetion in Bulesris enuld nat yət be finelly 
settled. Tho Garren hich Gong will casa beck ta this chestion in the neer 
future, 


PAGE 6, LIS 15 96; 


13). Questions which might come uo later will bə tekon cero of by further cnn- 
ferences. 


14). The ennditions laid down above, og far vs political oucstions ara cancerned, 
will bs in effect only after the approval by the Garen suvrene enrmand of the 
teg foress. Naverthealess, the preparations for the oxecution of the operations 
will bə “ede with all energy, Tregerdloss of the abaya fect. 


In order ta snebl: the Bulgarians to carry nut in time th: last prepar- 
atinns for the dorloynent, it is necessary thet the Bulgarian gonerel staff 
shoud ba inforved of the ernssing of the border by the Germans 19 devs sheed 
of tins, 

Finis 


PART II 
(vertial trensletion) 


Conference of Titler end the Gsrman Eigh Commend 
on the siturtion in Yuenslovie, Dated Merch 7, 1941 


Berlin, March 27, 1941 


lst cony W F St 
Only far zaneral officers ond cany L 
Sra cany Y Er 6 
Ta ba trensnitted by 
officers only. 


Discussion abaut tha Situstinn in Yugnslevie 
ee A IN Luenslevie 


stem (several pencil 

OK /W F St marks and initials) 
ich srshrl ‘Dent L (IN I) 
taf OK. (Suprama Cammend of 1 29 Merch 1941 

the Arned. Forces) 'No_44391/41 too seerst! 
S (illegible) 
Gen rel Bodonschatz 
vchmundt 


ITT 





PATIAL ST ANSEATIO’ OF DOCUMENT 


1746-PS (G-nt'd) 


Present: (c.nt!c) 


Ccmmender ven Puttkemer 
Lioutenent-Colrnel Scherff 
Mejor von Below 
Major Christien 
Later on the f-l1l =e porsens wor: rdded: 
Suprone ermm ef the erry (0b.d.E,) 
Chief -f tho í rel steff -f the sto (Chaf 
Colenel Eensir 
Licutonant-Crl 
Rich Foreign 
Ambessedor Howel 
Brigesdier Gon-rel (Gen, ei, len Velden 
Colonel Schmidt 
Brigecier Generel (Gan. aj.) van Pinte 


BD Dina ze L 6 31 
(reverk in pencil st right lower 
errner nf first page) 


The Führer 


describes Yugrslevia's situst the enip dtetet. Statement thet Yuens 
wes an uncertain fector ir Ga hs erning Merite-ection end sven more in 1 
garā t^a the Barbarnoss Y kin 2 Serbs end Slovenes wars never pr^- 
Garman., These pitre never sé Wer pa in the saddle, beceuse of the 
netionslity problem and the officors cest2 (Kanmerills), which is always incline 
ta start » coun d'etat. In the prasent tine, the country hed only one strong m 
namely Stajoldinowitsch, an? Rogəant Princo (Prinzresent) Peul haf him thrown 

to his awm dissdventege. 


Tho pressnt narant is for p^ cal anë militervy roasons favarabla for us * 
escertein the actual situsti-n in Enz country end tho country's sttitude towerd 
us, for if the overthrow cf tho gn 
beroessa-acticn, ths eons rcucones for mrobebly would hay: been considerably 


more sericus. 


heya heprened during the Ber- 


Tho Führer is dotermined, without waiting for passible loyalty 
of the new government, to nake all prevarstions in order to destroy 
militarily end es a netionel unit. W» @irloretic inquiries will be 
ultimatums vresented. Assurances of tho Yuecslev envernment which cannot De 
trusted snyhow in the futuro will be takon neta of, The attack will start as 


som as th- meens and troops suitoble for it sre ready. 


It is important thet ections will be taka t ss possible, An atten 
will be meade to lat the bordering stotes n icinat: a suitable way. An 
ectuel military sumort sfeinst Yueoslevie is to t uested of Italy, Eunger 
and in certain rasnects of Pul? s Paue nain } he prat ia 
aginst “ussie. The Sungerion 


notified. During tha dan, a messnes will still 


Politicelly, it is esvecially imoortant thet blow against Yuens 
cerried out with unmerciful hershnoss end thet the afta tigy de struction 
in a lishtning like onäartekine, In this wev, Turkay would bacanna Been 
frightened end the cernaion egeinst Gre2co latar on would b2 influenced in a 
favnradle wav, It can be essumod that the Crosts will com? to our side when we 
attach., <A corresnonéing mnliticel trestnent (eutonenmy lator on) will bə assure 
to then, Ths wer against Yugnslavie should be verv nonuler in Itely, Hungary, 
and Bulerrir, as torritoricl scouisitions era ta be promised to thos? stot2s; 
the Adris cnest for Italy, the Banat for “uncer, enê “Mededonia for Bulzearia. 


This vlan assures thet wo sneed uo the schedants of ell proverstions end us 


such strong forces that the Yuenslav enllense will tska nlace within the short 
time. 


i 





PAPTIAL TRATSLATIOY OF DOCUMENT 
1746-PS (Cont'¢) 
e lS 


PACE 3, LIT? 13 — PAGE 4, LING 27; 
4). In order tn orotoet Bulgaria from any eossibl= enomy tefrre end efter the 


beginning ^f tha operrtions, tho German sunreme commend will take the following 
mo*sur2s: 


a) Against Turkey: 
er so e 


From the beginning, sufficient German forces, mainly armored divisions, 
will be thrown against the Turkish bor¢er behind the Bulgarian defensive 
front. At the semo time, the Gormon air force will stend raady for 
activ? defense. 
If Turkey should attack Bulgaria, while German operations egeinst 
Greece arə being carried out, the Bulge army will defend itself, 
supported’ by sufficient Garman forces Ch: German sucreme commend will 
tako ell necessary mosesur2s immrdistoal ordor to beat and throw back 
the Turkish army with Germen troops, het en extended defense by Bul- 
garian troons will be evnided on the Turish front. 

shoulda attack Bulerris 


Motorized sdvence units shell thrust immodistoly agrinst the Gresk- 
Bulgarien border as fast as onssitl>, in order to stend there sg support 
for the vrotection of the Bulgarian border. 


Against Yugnslavin: 
ZE Luenstavia 


If Yuenslavie should atteck, the enlums of the German infentry division: 
would take over the mrotectinn against the "est, at first, which ere đe- 
played on the right flank ta the reer, Othar Garman forces would get at 
Yuenslevia from another siña, ton. It is assumed in this esse, that » 
roinforced Bulgsrien border vrotectinn sts elso along the Pulearian— 
Yuenslev border. 


Assinst Pussia: 


Sufficient German farces ere rady on the German Bestern border, to bs 
used for any vurnose, Vorenyar, Carman instructor troons are synilable 
in Rumania, in addition to the Rumanian orny. 


e) Against lending attempts: 


German troovs ere in NA inn ks a hand at any time in the 
defense against d e landing or 2 Bleck Saa coast, in coroneretin 
with the sir force, mnend of the army List will 
make its suggestions in ardor ta 
strengthen the vrotection of tha twn narts Verne ond Purgas, according 
to tho already known wish-s of the Eulgerien supreme eomnand., 


n guerontee the vrotection 


6). Tho sunply of the Gorman tranns on tacir merch throuch Bulesris enà during 
their onorstions sgrinst Greeeo or Turkay will ba nravided from the own German 
stocks. Enwever, in order tn roliew> the reilrose ond trensnortetion systen, 
esnecislly with rogerd to feading facilities, sscistence from the Bulgerian side 
is neessserv, This sssistence will onlv bə within tho limits of tho sn—cslled 
"Continesnts", ("Yontingent")., Tho deteils shout the instelletion of tho necess- 
ary dumms, abaut wurchases, paymant of work, atc., as well as export and import 
control, will ba regulated by a sneciel enmmissinn, 


(Romerk in encil) (L IV Is teken cere of) 


De 
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H1154 -0012 
PIA, TATSLATI 7 °F D CUNEN? 


N . 1746--FS (Sont'a) ` 


develanmant requires on armed intervention 
tention to attack Yugoslevie in s con- 

Wey AS soon as nossible, to estray hor ervad forces, end to dissolve 
aar national tarritory. 


the evənt that the paliticsel 


Yugoslevie, it is the German int 
2 


nurcsso, the following units ara baing formed: 


Mmo assault group South of Safi» for tho ady: in direction 
Sknplj> end, South, in order to acecunr > horn bart of 
Muaenslevie nag breig for thos ecanbinad z tr Sreaace end 


anger for. the raar of the Its Waste front in Albania. 


az ond under 
Southwest Eungsry, in oréer tn penetrate 
Airaction Relzrad ond Yestwerd, 


en Eunerrien stteck ernyn reinforced by German forces which 
2&6 af 


~t0ed in the gsnarel direction towerds tho Denube on both 


omeretion against Greece will start 
right flenk will move sernss Yugo- 
sim will be Liniteda to the oecunation 


following tasks rasult for the nerticipation of the Italinn 


protection for the Gearran attack group Graz by advancing 
line Split-Yajole, with forces as strong as possible, 


the defense on the Greek-Albanian front ond deployment 


group, in order to join with the German forces committed 
32 end Snuth, 


mination of the Yugnsley naval forces, 
Leter on, rosumotion of the attacks against the Greek front in Albani», 


innsr-nslitical intagratinn of the Yugoslav netionel territory it 
fesirebls to fevnr the Sroat indenondence movements in every 
zat ths Sreets ss friends of the Axis. It will thorefore be 
against Croat territory, as long es it is 
enemy troons fighting thers. 


Hy He H 
ki 


nedule of the Garman nparatiors may bs 


s te Maa = 
PLALNSt í Ocel 


: Avril 2nd-3ra 
from the f South of Sofia on April 3rd or April 4th 
from the e around. Grag ane Bast of it: April 1°th. 


(UL seit: initial) 
WWW SS és We A ah SW bk A a de ab a 


Gë II 
OF MCU ? 


19 “ovambor 1945 


lst Lt., Ord,, -15589°4, horoby certify that I 
with th: English and Garmon languagas; and thet the 
rrect translation of the indicated excerpts fron 


WALT: R. SELIGSON 
lst Lt., Ord., 
°-15589° A 
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SEC 24°G/c~59 Führer's HQ 
19 February 1941 


Top Secret 


LO copies 
Supreme Command of the irmed Forces 2nd copy 


No.44 187/41, Top Secret, "WFST/Section L (I Op) 
BO, Only 
By officer only. 


On 18 February the Führer made the following decision 
regarding the carrying out of operation Marita": 


1. The following dates are envisaged: 


Commencement of building bridge: 28 February 
Crossing of Danube. 2 March 


The final order for carrying out the operation will be 
given on 26 Februcry at the latest. 


It vill be decided on 26 February at the latest whether 
the XIVth Army Corps will march into Bulgcsrinan when bridgetuildinr 
operations are begun or whether only AA Forcos will be moved in, 


2. It is for the Bulgarians alone to decide if and when 
to lay mines off Varna and Burgas. 


3. If air attacks nre carried out against Bulgaria and 
Rumania from Greek territory, the Xth Air Corps has frecdom of 
action in operations against Greek territory. 


The Chief of the Supreme Command 
of the armed Forces 
By Order 
signed: -Warlimont 


DISTRIBUTION. 


C“in“C Command of tho Army ‘Opcrationnl soction) lst Copy 
Cvin"C Command v? the Navy (Wavel situation report) 2nd Copy 
C7in7C Command of tho Air Force (air Force Opera” 

tional staff) 3rd Copy 


Supreme Command of the Armed Forcos 

Zrmod Forees Operational Staff 4th Copy 
Section L 5th*9th Copics 
Foroign/Military Intelligence lOth Copy 


CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION 
OF DOCUMENT NO.C 59 rt 
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awa a) 
B.) Personnel Position, 
f.) The C in C of the Navy asks for confirmation that 
the whole of Greece will have to be occupied even in the event of 
a peaceful settlement, Fuchror: The complete occupation is a 


prerequisite of any settlement, 
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Top Secret 
Supreme Cormand.of .the armed Forces, ` Führer HQ, 21 January 1944 


WESt No. 8/41 To Top Seerct? 
Only thru Officer! 

Top Secret? 6 Copics 

Only thru Officer 2nca Copy 


Enclosed please find a short resumé*of the speech made by the 
Führer during the final conference With the Duce on 20 January 41, and 
& Summory on the results of the conference hela by the Chief of the 


Supreme Command of the Armed Forces with General Guzzoni on the 19 
January 41. 


for the Chief of the Supreme Command of the red Forces 
Jodal 


- 2 enclosures - 


Distribution: 
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Result on the Conference of the Chief of the Supreme Command of the 
oe at OMMANG OL tne 
ármeđdđ Forces with the Italian Gencral Guzzoni on the 19 Januar 41 
Net Te IA ary Yl 


Luportant Items from the />preocintion of the Situation by General 
Guzzoni, 
1e Albania 

The most important Italien theatre of war, Though front not 
sufficiently secure to make it eertain that the present line 
can be held against Greek attacks in all circumstances, no 
denger of Valona or Berat being lost. 21 divs. now in i, 
Intention is to send another 3 divs. from Italy. 


a. : 
VEONLAs»™ 


Intention to form a group for attack on the northern flank. 
Strength about 10 divs. (including 3 divs. still to be brought 
from Italy and A Alpine divs. ). Will not be ready for attaek 


Top Secret 
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before another 24 months, since transport facilitics do not make it poss- 
ible to ship the 3 divs. or the personnel and cquipment required for the 
reinforcement of the remaining: divs any faster. Intention to attack 
With this group in dircction Korica, from there, some units to carry out 
a flanking movement to Erscke in order to ecuse the collapse of the 
northern part of the Greek front, the main body to continue the attack 

in the dircetion of Florina cs soon as supplics are safeguarded beyond 
Korica (only 1 road availablic), sbandonec intention of moking an 
attack with « limited objective &long the cozst in the near future. 
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Libya 

Intention for continuation of campaign: 

Holding of Tobruk as long as possible. Defence of the Derna - Eastern 
edge of the Djebel linc, using the armoured unit statiancd at ekili 
for offensive action, Sending of reinforcements from Tripoli to Cyre- 
Dier, in ordcr to strengthen the defence planned there, jn ease the 
situation in Cyrenaica continues to develop fovourebly, thus making it 
possible to hold the western part of Cyrenaica. 

If Cyrenaica cannot be held, defence of Tripoli. 

Italians believe that Tobruk can hold out for some time and that British 
Will not advance upon Benghazi - agedabia before the fall of Tobruk, 
The following reinforcements are carmarked for Libya:- 

Bringing the 3 divs. stationed in Tripoli up to full strength, trans- 
ferring 1 armoured div. and 1 infantry div. (motorized) from Italy to 
Tripoli. Completion of these transports about 20 February 41e 

East frica 

Situation difficult in the esse of British attack, which is expecte& 

in the near future. Defcnee to the utmost intended, It is desirahle 
to divert British forces from Libya to East africa, even though it 

may render the situation in Bast Africe more difficult. 

Dodckanese 

Expected attack on Dodekanese has not hitherto taken place. Supplics 
in hand for about 3 months. Forces in Dodeksnese weak (handwritten 
marginal note:- these ought to be consicerably increased), nevertheless 
& certain offensive power in the ease of a Gorman attack upon Greece from 
Dulgericn territory (especially against British transports from Egypt 
into the Acgacan), 


Views on the Italian ippreciation of the Situntion 

Very unlikely that the Italians will be able to muster the forces rc- 
quite for on attack within the time provided. i support of a German 
attack from Bulgaria against Greece must therefore be discounted. 
(Handwritten marginal note:=- the German attack will however bring strong 
relief to the .lbanian front) 
Libya 
Whether or not Cyrenaica ean be held cannot yet be determined, Unless 
the situation is basically changed, a loss also of Tripoli need not be 
feared, all the more since from May onwords large-scale operations 
will no more be possible, owing to the heat (Handuritten ma ginal 
notes:- the loss of Morzuk (S) is evidently considered trifling. Con- 
titio sine qua non:- no complications out of Tunis). 
East africa 
Duration of resistance in the case of a British attack cannot be esti- 
mated, 
Dodckanese 
No resistance of any significance is to be expectec. in the case of 
attack. Offensive action of the Italian forces stationed there against 
Pritish transports to Greece cannot be counted on (Handwritten marginal 
note:=- ought to be built up in orccr to form an important complementary 
operation durin; the occupation of Greece, ) 

III. Employment of German Units in Libya end Albanian 
Libya 
Italians very wryly welcome the Gispetch of the 5th light div. (motor- 
ized) composed as s gacsted. Shipment to Tripoli can begin approximately 
betiveon 15 and 20 February; it will however be possible to carry out 
transports of equipment before borg date. 
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For this reason - as well as owing to the Cifficultics of transpor 
which ee to licht durin; yesterday's military Giscussions - it is not 
t.@risevle at >rcesent..to dispatch o German unit to ¿lbanias If it remained 
stitionsry behind the front, psycholojienlly unéesirsble reactions would 
result: Itelicng in hesvy fighting - Germans look on from behind the front, 

However if the Geran unit is cuployed, the wer in the southeast » %t00; 
Will be y -rem.tuycly st-rted, 

as fop re ean be foreseen, Turkey will remain neutrel; it would be 
very unpleags: ug if she declarcé her soliccrity with Britain ond put her si 
ficlds at Dyytnin's disposal (handwritten mergincl note:- Constantinopel = 
Constanza: 350 i). 

General situation in the “st can be judged correctly only from the 
situation in the West, The attack against the British Isles is our ulti- 
ante cin, 

In thig respect, we arc in the position of a man with only one round 
left in hi vifle; if he misses, the situstion is much worse then before. 
The landing cannot be repented, since too much equipment would be lost 
in the eg of a failure, Britain would then have no need to worry ony 
more and could employ the bulk of her forecs at the periphery wherever 
she plecs.s, us long as the attack has not taken place, the Eritish must 
epicys reckon with the possibility. 

«+. dancing eon only be mode under certain conditions which, however ` 
Cid not exist in Fall:- no three consecutive days of good weether. 

apart from thet, the general task in the West is the protection of 
our base from Kirkenes to the Spanish fronticr, at the sme time always 
keteping a Group of forces in Southern France reacy to step in if Britain 
Should sin 2 foothold in Portugel. 

The blocking of the Sicily passage by the air force is only 2 poor 
substitute for the possession of Givralter, We had made such preparations 
CS would have ensured success, Once in possession of Gibra tar, we would 
be in 2. position to Szin a footholé with stron: s forces in North africa and 
thus put on end to Weygond's “Tlaclascil, If therefore Italy were after 
cll to succeed in Getting France to enter the wer, this would be a great 
success and would Lasieally chango the situation in the Mediterranean 
Within a short space of tine, 

I don't see greet denger coming from America even if she should 
enter the ver. The much greater nger is the gigantic block of Russia. 
Though we heve very favourable political end economic agreements with 
Russia, I prefer to rely on powerful means at my disposel. Very consider- 
able parts of these are therefore tied down on the Russian frontier, thus 
preventins, me fron supplyins the armament industry with sufficient man- 
power to bring the armament of the gir force and navy to the highest poss- 
itle pitch, ` 

Je long as Stalin lives, there is probably no danger: he is intelli- 
gent and careful, Sut should he cease to be there, the Jews, who at presen’ 
only occupy second and thicd-rank positions might move up again into the 
first rank, 

It therefore behoves us to be careful. The Russians are continually 
trying to work out new demands which they recd inte the agreements, That 
is why they do not like explicit and precise formulas in these. 

It is therefore necessa y to keep a constant eye on the Russian fac- 
tor and to keep on guard, by means of strength and clever diplomacy, For- 
merly Russia would have been no danger at all: for on land she cannot 
imperil us in the lest, but now An the era of the air force, the 
Roumsnien oilfields ern be turned into en expanse of smoking debris from 
Russis. end from the Lediterranecn, and the life of the exis depends on 
those oilfields, 

In any cese. we must not dispetch valuable units to places where they 
will remain inactive, Therefore we shell send to Libye. not an armoured 
but an anti-tank unit, which ern be transported more quickly and can still 
be emploved before the hot period sets in. For employed it shall je: we 
do not went to act like the British did in France, The tanks and the anti- 
tank uns in this unit penetrate eny Fritish tenk which is in action there. 

The troops are experienced. have confidence in their weepons end are 
self-reliant that ds very inmortent in the fight against tanks. We have 
given the neme "tenkehunters" to the anti-tank runners also for 
psycholorical reasons. They are to seek out the enemy tank end battle it 
like the huntsman his ouarry, 
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Generel statements on the factors which ore decisive for success 
in modern warfore. In the course of these. reference to the importance 
of training in up-to-dete methods of werfsre. which recuires much time and 
effort and e highly efficient body of non-commissioned officers, 

Importance of the air force end of the armored werfere. The training 
of an armoured unit is beset with difiiculties it is least possible to 
form en armoured unit by improvisation. Even the conversion of a fully 
trained armoured unit to other weapons takes months, 

ie have not achieved our great successes with armoured troops by 
vworkine with heavy tanks. Ve prefer medium tanks. The French had very 
much heavier tanks than we had, 

Our greatest asset were our panzer-enerals who have developed 
completely new tactics and have directed their units very cleverly and 
with an offensive spirit. 

General reference to the importance of mines in lend warfare. 
Examples:- mining of our west wall. 

Dlockade by mines which were laid by the 16th army in the 
flank of our attack against France. 

Fy means of mines, a field of attack can be completely messed 
upe 

Question of the Führer about mines at Tobruk and whether further 
mines could not be brought in by U-boats. 

Tanks lose ell offensive spirit as soon as they encounter minefields, 
Creat heroism by the engineer is required to remove or clear minefields. 

Views on the war in the air and the comparison of Germen to british 
air raids. 

It is necessary to have at one's Gisposal a miphty anti-aircraft 
weapon with a great ammunition supply for s moment may come when the war 
will be conducted almost exclusively by the air force anā the navy. 

Aseinst heavily armed ships. only the dive-bomber is successful. 

Führer dwells on the excellent impression he hes crined of General 
Antonescu. He really is a personality. 

The Duce is of the opinion that his relations to the Le ion are not 
Soco, 

Führer goes into penerslizations on the subject of revolutions. of 
which only the Pascist end the Nationrel Socielist ones have had an 
immediately constructive effect. In Romanis. the predestined man wes 
murdered before the outbreak end the first-rank leaders of the Je: ion with 
him. Thus it came about that the leading may grew out of the Army, who 
started off the revolution and removed the king. He is inspired by 
flowing fanaticism, is ready for any battle for his country ond will wage 
it with, without, or if necessary even ageinst the Legion. 

One man must be the Itthrer, a head of State and beside him a leader 
of'a movement are not possible. It would be best if Antonescu became 
simultaneously the leader of the Legion, 
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4) The directives for the questions of authority over the German 
troops to be empleved in North Africa and Albania and the restrictions 
which are to be made with Petetence to their emtlioynent, will be settled 
by the High Command of the Armed Forces and the Italian Armed Forces staff. 


5) The suitable transports available in the Mediterranean only as 
far as they are not already used for transportations to Tripoli, to be pro- 
vided for the transfer of the Albania-bound troops. For transports of 
personnel, the transportation group Ju 52 stationed in Forpia is to be 
utilized. 


Every effort should be made to complete the transfer of the bulk 
of whe German forces to Albania before the transfer of the blocking unit 
to Lybia starts, (See 1) and the use of all German boats becomes necessary 
for this purpose. 


(Signed) Adolf Hitler 
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high command 


» H. Q. 29th Jan 41 


High Command of the Armed Forces 
WFST/Abt. L(I) Nr. 44018/41 g-K. Chefs II. Anz. 


The Fuchrer and Supreme Commander of the 
Armed Forces. 

OKW/WFST/Abt. L(L) Nr. 44018/41 gk Chefs. V. 
llth Jan. 41 


The measures ordered in Order 22 are to be given the following 
code names: 


Operation Tripoli! "Sonnenblume"! 
Operation Albania: "Alpenveilchen" 
The Chief of the High Command of the 


Armed Forces. 


By order 
(Signed) Warlimont 
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OD RATION CRIT 


1). The result of the battles in Albonic is not yet decisive, Because of a 

gerous situation in Albania it is double ncecssary that the British endeavour 
be foiled to create an bases under the protection of a Balkin front, which woulë 
be dangerous above “11 to Italy ^s well as to the Rumanian oil ficlds,. 


2). My plan therefore is (2) to fora a slowly incronsing task force in Southern 
Rumania within the next months. 


(b) After the setting in of favourable wea her, probebly in lirrch, to send t 
task force for the occupation of the Aesenn North cost by wey of 
&, ond if necessary to occupy the entire Greck mainland (Operation 
Marita). The support of Bulgaria is to be expected. 


3). For the concentration of the task force in Rumunia are nceessary? 


(2) The 16th Panzer Division which arrives in December on an army 
mission, end whose task remains unchan;od, 

(b) Following will be a task force of sbout seven divisions (final vave) 
to be despetched to Southern Rumania, Engincers in the required 
strength for the preparation of the Danubo crossing ern conveniently 
be attached for trensvort to the 16th Panzer Division (as 
instructional troops), The ficld comaander of the aray will await 
ay decision for the proper moment for them to be employed on the 
Denube,. 


(c) Preparations are to be made for further transport to take tn the 
eelculated maximum for the operation ierita (total of 24 divisions) 

(a) It is the mission of the Air Force to give air protcction to the 
concentration, as well 2s preparing the necessary primary and 
reserve installations on Rumenic soil. 

The Operation ilarita itself is to be prepercd on the following basis: 

(a) The primary mission of the operation is the occupation of the Aesean 

coast, and the Bay of S clonilci. It may be necessary to continuc the 
attack across Lerissa anc the Isthnus of Corinth. 

(>) Flank protection against Turkey | will DG the task of the Bulgarisn forces, 
although it is to be secured one Strensthenea through the olérting of 
German Forces. 

(c) It is not certain whether the Bulgaria forces will take part in the 
attack, Likewise the Yugos avs position cannot yot be clearly determined, 

(a) It will be the mission of the air Force to support the Crive of the army 
in all phases, to liquicate the opposing air forec, and, as far as 
possible, to occupy British stroncpoints on the Greek Islands through 
airborne landings. 

(e) The question in which fashion the Operation Merita is to be supported by 
the Italien forces, and how coordination of the operations is to take 
place, awaits à later cecision, 

5. ) The _milwtory preparations which will produce exceptional political results 
in the Balkans demands the exact control of all the necessary :acasures by the 
General Staff. 

The trensport through Hungary enc the arrival in Rumenica will be reported 
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Translation of Document 
continued, 
Pare 2, 
step by step by the General Staff of the armed forces and are to be 
at first as a strengthening of the Geran 4may iaission in Rumania, 


Consultations with the Rumanians or the Bulgarians which may 
intentions as weil as notification of the Italians are each sub ject 


1 


consent also the sencin: of scoutins missions and advanced parties, 


6), after the completion of the operation Marita it is contemplated to use 
the access of the forces useltherein for a new undertaking . 

7) I anticipate reports of the Chiefs concernin s their plans, which has 
already taken place as regards the Arny. I want to be presented with exact 
timetable for the plenned preparations, as well as for the necessary recall, 
ings from the armanent industry (reconstructions of Furlough Divisions) 


Signed: ADOLF HITLER, 


Witnessed 
(Signature unreadable ) 
Captain in the General Staff 
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Directive No. Lv 
The renaratory mcacures of Supreme HQ for the prosecution of the 
war in the near future arc in be made along the following lincs:- 
1, Relations with Prance 


a ae ep mn 


“he aim of my policy cowards France is to cooperate with this country 
jn the!most effective way for the future prosecution of the war against 
England, For the time being Prance will-have the role of a “non-belligerent 
power" ;- she will have to tolerate German military measures on her territory, 
especially in the African colonics, and to give support, as far as possible, 
even by using her own means of defense, The most pressing task of the 
French is the defensive and offensive protection of their French possessions 
(West and Equatorial Af rica) against England and the de Gaulle movanent, 

From this initial task France's participation in the war against England 
can develop fully. 


For the time being, the conversations with Franee resulting from 
my meeting with Marshal Petain are being carried on - apart from the current 
work of the armistice oonmission - entirely by the foreign office (Auswartiges 
Amt) in cooperation with the Supreme Command of the Armed Forces (OKW), 


More detailed directives will follow at the close of these talks. 
2. Spain and Portugal 

Political steps to bring about an carly Spanish entry into the war 
have been taken, The aim of German intervention in the Iberian peninsula 


(code name Felix) will be to drive the English out of the Western Mediterranean, 
For this purpose: 


S Gibraltar vill be taken and the Straits closed, 


_ b) The British will be prevented from gaining a foothold at another 


point of the Iberian peninsula, or the Atlantic Islands, 

The preparatior. and execution of this operation is intended as follows: 
Section I 

a) Reconnaissance +troons (officers in oivilien clothes) make the 
kecessar, ,reparations for the action against Gibraltar and for taking over 
asrodromes, As regards diszuise and cooperation with the Spaniards they will 
comply with the security measures of the Chief of Forvirn Intelligence, 

b) Special units of the Forcign Intelligence Bureau are to take over 
the protection of the Gibraltar area, in secret cooperation with the Spaniards, 


against English attempts to widen the terrain in front and against prenature 
discovery and frustration of our preparations, 
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at this early stage, 
given thrce weeks befo 


With regard to the low Capacity of the Spanish railways, the army will 
detail uainly motorized units for this operation, so that the railways are 
available for reinforéa.ents, 


Section IT 


a) Units of the Air Force, directed by observation at Algeciras, will, 
at a favourable nonent » Carry out an oir attack fron French soil on the units 
of the British fleet lying in the port of Gibraltar, and will force a landing 
on Spanish aerodromes after the attack, 


b) Shortly after this the units intended for use in Spain will cross 
the Franco-Spanish frontier on land or in the air, 


Section ITI 

a) Attack fog the seizure of Gibraltar by German troops, 

b) MobilizatZon of troops to march into Portugal should the British 
gain a foothold there, The units intended for this will march into Spain 
immediately after the units intended for Gibraltar, 

Section IV 


Support by the Spenish in closing the Straits after the Seizure of the 
Rock from the Spanisy-liorocecan side as well, if required, 


As for the strength of the units to be used for operation "Felix" 
the following will apply: 


Aray 


The units intended for Gibraltar must be in sufficient strength to 
seize the Rock even without Spanish assistance, 


Apart from this, a smaller group must be available to aid the Spaniards 
in the unlikely event of the Sritish asteapting to land at a different point 
on the coast. The units to be kept in readiness for a possible invasion of 
Portugal are to be predominantly of a mobile nature, 


Air Force 
pa MN) BES 


Sufficient forces will be detailed for the air attack on @ibralter 
to guarantee substantial success, 


For the subsequent operations against naval objectives and for the 
support of the attack on the Rock iaainly dive-bomber units are to be trans- 
ferred to Spain, 


Sufficient anti-aircraft artillery is o be supplied to the army units, 
and is also to be used to engage ground targets, 


Navy 

Provision is to be made for U-boats to attack the British-Gibraltar- 
Squadron, particularly when they leave harbor, which they are expected to do 
after the air raid. 

To support the Spaniatds in the closing of the Straits, preparations 


are to be made in cooperatiog with the ary for the transfer of Single 
coastal batteries, 
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An Tecan leen is not envis: sed, 


aS à result of onern 
particular the Can 
for the British co 
e examining how the Spanish 
defense of the Can the Cape Verde Islands can 
be occupied, 


I also request that the question of an Occupation of Madeira and 
the Azores be examined and also the advantages and disadvantages that would 
arise from this for the conduct of the war at sea and in the air, ‘The 
results of this examination are to be given to me as soon as possible, 


3) Italian Offensive against Egypt 
TS against Egypt 


If at all, the use of German forces only cones into consideration 
after the Italians have reached ijersa Metruh, Even then the use of German 
air forces will be considered mainly if the Italians put at our disposal 
the air bases necessary for this, 


The preparations of the branches of the armed forces for use in this 
or any other North Africon theatre of war are to be carried on as follows: - 


any 


Holding an armoured division ready for use in North Africa (composition 
as previously provided for), 


able 
Libya or to North West Africa, 
Air Force 


Preparations for attacks on Alexandria and on the Suez Canal, so as to 
deny the British Command the use of the latter, 


4) Balkans 


make preparations for occupying 
ase of need, ent ering through 
an air force units against 
particular against those English 
anian oil area, 


In order to be able to face all eventualities and to keep Turkey in check, 
e of an army y ime of ten divisions is to be 
ations of deployment, It will not be 
on the railway, leading through Yugoslavia, for moving these 
On. 


So as to shorten the tine needed for the deployment, preparations will 
be made for an carly increase in the German Army mission in Roumania, the 
extent of which nust be submitted to me, 


The Cortionder-in-Chief of the Air Force will nake preparations for the 
use of German Air Force units in the South Bast Balkans and for aerial 

oissance on the southern border of Bulgaria, in accordance with the 
intended ground operations, 
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The german Air Force mission in Roumania will be increased to the ext ent 
proposed to me, 


Bulgarian requests to equip their arny (supply of weapons, ammunition) are 
to be given favourable treatment, 


5) Russia 


Political discussions have been initiated with the ain of clarifying 
Russia's attitude for the tine being. Irrespective of the results of these 
discussions, all preparations for the East which have already been verbally 
ordered will be continued, 


Instructions on this will follow, as soon as the general outline of the 
army's operational plans has been submitted to, and approved by, me, 


6) Landing in England 
2Ang in England 


Due to a change in the general situation it nay yet be possible or necessary 
to start operation "Seeltyel" in the spring of 1941. The three services of the 
Bed forces nust therefore earnestly endeavour to improve conditions for such 
an operation in every respect, 


7) I shall expect the cormuonders-in-chief to express their opinions of the 
Measures anticipated in this directive, I shall then give orders regarding 
the methods of exceutior and synchronization of the individual actions. In 
order to assure Secrecy, only a restricted staff will work on these plans, 
This applies particularly to the operations in Spain and for the plans 
Concerning the Atlantic Isles, ; 


signed: ADOLF HITLER 
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(page 1) 


Allow me at the besiming of this etter to assure you iat iy heart 
and iy thoughts have beon, in the last 714 days, m ch th an ever With you. 
Be further assured, Duce, of sw Jetemaination to do all wai can in tno 
present situation be of aid to you. 


When I asked you to roogi né in Plorence, 1 vegan the journey in 
the hope that I could make ny e nts known to you before the threetenine 
confliot with Greecs, cf which I had received only ceneral knowledge. 


I wanted to ask you rirst of all to postpone the battle, re 
to a wore favourable tin cf year, in any ceso owever, until aft 
Auerican presidential clecti 

In any case, howsver wanted to ask you, Duce, not to ee ťa rtake this 
battle without a previous Lä zm Like occupation of Crete, and for this 
purpose I wanted also to bring alow: fov you practical susgestions for the 
comaitment of a Gorman parachute division and further airborne division . 


+ +t + + 


(Page 7) 


by even being positively 
Oleaning up the Greek ques 
Slavia, no successful operat: 


(Page 8) 


I must, however, ct 
Balkans is not possible bus 
toward Jugoslavia wovld be 
ization of such threess befor 
staff. Therefore, 05 Lay 
ways and means, s s» 


grectinrs in 
Dy Your 


AGolf Hiticr 


I, WOLFGANG M. TEOUHSN, I/Srb, 33/7926, heveoy combi that I am 
thoroughly convurseut with the Encizsh end Gero Semer, aa aN eS 
above is a truc am ; ; x ee A 
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Memorandum of a Conversation between Hitler, Ribbentrop and 
Ciano, Obersalzberg, August 12, 1139 
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At the beginning of the conversation the Mbrcr, with the aid of 
maps showed Count Ciano the present position of Get ny from a military 
point of view, He particularly exphusised the Gammon western. fortifica- 
tions, There were the pvinis at wich “rn earlier trea the French, for 
geographical and strabepical-ventor s, bad always etircnpyed a "breck 
through", These points had now deen protecied with Loecial. care, so that 
a "break-through" was impossible at any of them, The western fortificatic 
had been carried along the Luxanouurg and Belgian tronsiers to the borders 
of Holland so that a violation of the Belgian frontier would no longer brir ¢ 
any advantages to France, but would invoke the serious risk that Belgiun, 
in order to defend her neutrality, and under pressure of the Flemish elemer t 
in her population, would place herself on the Geman side. The one Goin" 
possibility of attack was, theoretically, across th: Netherlands, but, 
according to.the view of the Fuhrer, the Dutoh wonli detend their neutrality 
with energy because they knew that if they took xort in a general war they 

—knew thay would lose to Japon their almost undefonded east-Asi.an colonies, 
Furthermore, in view of the countless rivers and cenals, and of the 
possibility of flooding wide areas of the lowlands, the Nether2ands 
offered very unsuitable territory as a sta cing-off point for a great amy. 
Germany would obviously invade the Nethorlanäs, in the event of a violation 
of Dutch neutrality and, owing to the very short distance of the German 
fronticr from the Meuse, could reach this river within a few hours, Finally 
the Rhine, which in Holland was 1 =- Lë miles broad, offered a natural 
protection against attacks from this direetion. 


vie 
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The third possibility of an attack in Germany consisted in 

blockade by the British navy, In this connexion it should be renenbered th 

the great rahge of the latest German babers brought the whole of Englanc 

within their sphere of action and would allow then to attack the blockaci i 

ships from the air. There were no other possibilities of attacking Germ 

The Scandinavian countries would doubtless ranain neutral and they were 

certain that neither side would attack than because the occupation of counsi 

as large as Norway and Sweden hardly came into consideration (it was not a 
“practical question). Similarly Switzerland would certainly oppose to the 

uttermost any attempt on her neutrality. 


In the East. Germany had also erected strong defences, The Führer 
showed Count Ciano the various defence systems of East Prussia, On the 
other frontier strong fortifications were being constructed and as on the 
Polish frontier oppos.ve Berlin was built up into an iapregnable system oi 
successor lines, The capital, however, was only 150 kn, fron the Polish 
frontier, and therefore exposed to air attack especially because, owing 
to its great size, it could be bombed from a very great height without 
attacking particular targets but with a certainty vhat bombs woulc. fall 
somewhere within the city area. 


Turning to the military position of the Western Powers the Führer 
pointed again to the vulnerability of England from the air. British airer: ft 
production had made progress, but protected measures against raics were st Gs 
much in arrears, It was known that England had decided only in the previcus 
Autumn upofnthe.definite typeof anti-aircraft guy. The German- experience 
of their own seven years of reamnament assured then that large scale produc- 
tion was possible only some long time after the selection of a prototype, 
so that no real anti-aircraft protection could come into existence in Bugli 
for one or two years, Furthermore, London and all the large British cities 
and Centres of industry suffered from the same disadvantage as Berlin in 

„relation to air attack; bombing can be carried out from a aat height end 
out of range of English anti-aircraft-guns-with the.comple++ certainty thet 
the results would always be successful. 
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At sea, England had for the moment no immediate reinforcements in 
prospect. Some time would elapse before any of the ships now under construc 
tion could be taken into service. As far as the land amy was concerned, 
after the introduction of conscription 60,000 men had been called to the 
colours. If England kept the necessary troops in her own country she could 
send to Prance at the most two infantry divisions and one e~moured division 
For the rest she could supply a few bomber squadrons but hardly any fightors 
since, at the outbreak of war the German Air Force would at once attack 
England and the English fighters would be urgently needed for the defence 
of their own country, With regard to the position of France, the Führer 
said that in the event of a gencral wor, after the destruction of Poland, 
(which would not take long) Germany would be in a position to assamble 
hundreds of divisions along the West Wall and France would then be compellei 
to concentrate all her available forces from the Gclonies, from the Italic: 
frontier and elsewhere on her own Maginot Line for the life and death strug 
which would then ensue. The Führer also thought that the French would find 
it no easier to overrun theItalian fortifications than to overrun the West 
Wall. Here Count Ciano showed signs of extrene doubt. 


The Polish Army was most uneven in quality. Together with a few 
parade divisions, there were large numbers of troo s of less value. Poland 
was very weak in anti-tank and anti-aircraft defence and at the moment 
neither France nor England could help her in this respect. If, however, 
Poland were given assistance by the Western Powers, over a longer period, 
she could obtain these weapons and Geman superiority would thereby be 
diminished, In contrast to the fanatics of Warsaw and Cracow, the population 
of their areas was different, furthermore, it was necessary to consider the 
position of the Polish state. Out of 34,000,000 inhabitants, Lë million wer 
cerman, about 4 million were Jews and 9 million Ukrainians, so that genuine 
Poles were much less in number than the total population and as already said, 
their striking power was not to be valued highly. In these circumstances 
Poland could be struck to the ground by Germany in the shortest time. 


Since the Poles through their whole attitude had made it clear that 

in any case in the event of a corflict they would stand on the side of the i2 
_ of Germany and Italy, a quick liquidation at the present moment oould only c” 
of advantage for the unavoidable conflict with the Western Democracies, 

If a hostile Poland remained on Germany's eastern frontier, not only would .. 
eleven East Prussian divisions be tied down, but also further contingents 
would be kept in Pomerania and Silesia, This would not be necessary in the 
event of a previous liquidation. Generclly Speaking, the best thing to bt, 
would be for the neutrals to be liquidated one after the other. This 
process could be carried out more easily if on every occasion one partner 

of the Axis covered the other, while it was dealing with an uncertain 
neutral, Italy might well regard Yugoslavia as a neutral of this kind, 

The Führer had told the Prince Regent on his visit to Germany that, with 
Special relation to Itaiy, he should make a gesture showing that he sided 
politically with the Axis and thought of a closer connexion with the Axis and 
of the withdrawal of Yugoslavia from the League of Nations, Prince Paul agreu 
with the lattér proposal. The Prince Regent had rc »ntly been to London and 
had tried there to reinsure himself with the Western Powers. He had thus 
taken the same line as Gafencu who had also been extremely reasonable during 
his visit to Germany and had repudiated an interest in the importance of the 
Western Democracies, It appeared thet subsequently Gafencu had taken up an 
opposite standpoint in England, Of the Belk countries, the Axis could trus: 
completely Bulgaria alone as to some extent a natural ally of Italy and Ger v 
Therefore Germany had supplied Bulgeria as far as possible with armaments ar^ 
would continue to do so. Yugoslavia would renain neutral only as long as it 
was dangerous for her to come openly on to the side of the Western Democract ss. 
If matters took a turn for the worse for Germany and Italy, Yugoslavia woul] 
openly join the other side in the hope that she would then influence the Gut 
of events to take mn official turn to the disadvantage of the Ais, Rounani> 
“was ofraid of Hungary end from the military point of view externally weak and 
internally corrupt. King Carol would certainly abandon his neutrality if he 
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were compelled to do so. Hungary was fatendly and Slovakia was under der. 
influence with Geman garrisons im Certain areas, 


Coming back to the Danzig question, the Führer said that it was 
impossible for him now to go back, He had made an agreement with Italy 
for the withdrawal of the Germans from South Tyrol, but for this reason 
he must take the greatest care to avoid giving the impression thot this 
Tyrolese withdrawal could be taken as a precedent, for other areas, FPurthe- 
more, he had justified the withdrewal by pointing to a general easterly iv. 
north easterly direction of « german policy. The east and north-east, that 
is to say the Baltic countries, had been Germany's undisputed sphere of 
influence since time immemorial, as the Mediterranean had been an appropri 
sphere for italy. For economic reasons also, Germany needed the foodstu:: 
and timber from these eastern regions. In the case of Danzig, German inter. 
were not only material, although the city had the greatest harbour in the 
Baltio, Danzig wıs e Nuremberg of the north, an ancient German city awakiz 
Sentimental feelings for every German and the Führer was bound to take ao. 
of this psychological element in public opinion, To make a comparison wit. 
Italy, Count Ciano should suppose that Trieste was in Yugoslav hands and tr 
a large Italian minority was being treated brutaily on Yugoslav soil. It 
would be difficult to assume that Italy would long ranain quiet over any thi. 
of this kind. 


Count Ciano in replying to the Fthrer's statanent first expressed 
the great surprise on the Italian side over the completely unexpected 
Seriousness of the pasition, Neither in the conversations in Milan nor 

„in those which took place during his Berlin visit had there been any sigr 

from the German side that the position with regard to Poland was so gæious 
On the contrary, Ribbentrop had said that in his opinion, the Danzig 
question would be settled in the course of time. On these growais, the Duce 
in view of his conviction that a conflict with the Western Powers was 
unavoidable, had assumed that he should make his preparations for this event 
he had made plans for a period of two or threc years, If immediate conflict 
were unavoidable, the Duce as he had tola Ciano, would certainly stand on t. 
Geman slide but for various reasons he would welcome the postponement of ; 
a general conflict until a later time, Ciano then showed with the aid oi ` 
a map, the position of Italy in the event of a general war. Italy. delievci 
that a conflict with Poland would not be limited to that country but woul’. 
develop into a general. European war, 


_ The Pthrer comment ed that on this point there ware differences of 
opinion. He personally was absolutely certain that the Western Democracic- 
in the last resort would shrink from entering into a general war, 


Count Ciano replied that he wished that the Fiihrer were right, but 
that he did not think 80, in any case it was necessary to consider the most 
unfavourable case that is to Say a general wor. Since the Abyssinian war, 
Italy had lived in a perpetual state of war and therefore needed a breathing 
space Ciano then gave figures to show how great "e material effort of It:. 
had been in relation to the Spanish war. Italian supplies of raw material y. 
completely exhausted and it is necessary to allow time for their replaceneni. 
The Italian war industries which were in exposed sites and must also be movi. 
south for purposes of defence, The ‘talian artillery, especially anti- 
aircraft guns, greatly needed modernisation, The long coast line and other 
exposed places were most insufficiently defended, The naval position was al. 
most unfavourable, At present Italy could only provide two battleships to 
meet the deven or twelve battleships of the combined British and French Plet 
whereas, in a few’years she would have eight more ships at her disposition. 
(These figures were disputed by the Führer). Ciano said that the long Ital. 
Dons, was difficyilt to defend and that the Anglo-French fleets had many bag A 
&v their disposition and particularly in harbours of Greece, 


"rm 


e Za 





(UNN 


154 


Italy was espe@ially vulnerable in her colonies although 
Libya was difficult to attack fron Egypt, and the Italians might be able 
to reach Mersamatruh, On the other hand the position was very different 
in Tunis, The relation between the Italian-Arab and the French-Arab 
population there was 1-20, while the Strength of the European troops was 
1-5 to the disadvantage of Italy. Purtheraore, the Italian fortifications 
on the side of the Freneh frontier were completely insufficient and new 
pillboxes were necded, 


Abyssinia was almost pacified as far as certain areas slong 
the frontier merging with British terri tory wore concerned, P 
and propaganda raised trouble upon tire population, ‘this pacification, 
however, was only superficial, In a general war it would sflice if a few 
English aeroplanes were to drop leaf.ets in Abyssinia maintaining that the 
world had risen agoinst Italy and that the Negus would come back to cross 
the Abyssinian frontier, Purthermore, in the case of wer Abyssinia would 
be completely cut off fron Italy ond the fate of the 200 ,900 Italians in 
the country would be Completely uncertain, In a few days there would be an 
army of 4 to 5,000,000 men in Abyssinia able to advence successfully. In 
the case of war against the Sudan, Kenya and French Somaliland, the islands 
of the Dodecanese would be in a diffieult position owing to the attitude 
of Turkey, Leros and Rhodes could defend Eben von for years, Albania 
was a completely undeveloped country and could not for some years to come 
form a workable basis of operations against the Balkans, roads would have 
to be built and it would be necessary to exploit the mineral wealth, iron, 
copper, chrome and oil, after which a successful advance could be made to 
Salonika and other directions in the Balkans, 


In the economic sphere Italy had plans of autarky which 
would take some yeors for realisation after which she would be in a position 
to endure a longer war without difficulties. An additional reason for 
the Duce's wish to postpone the conflict, was the question of the Italians 
abroad who should be brought back to Italy according to plan. There were 
a million Italians in France from whom about 700,000 could be regarded as 
still belonging to Italy, the raiaining 300, 000, however, in the case of 
war with France would be used as hostages as was clear from the measures taken 
in France in September of the previous year. 


Finally the Duce himself set great importance upon carrying 
through the Rome Exhibition in the year 1942 for which the large scale 
preparations had been mode and from which in the economic sphere and 
\parbicularly in the matter of foreign currencies favourable results 
were expected, 


La In sëë3tiei to Zoupco considerations especially affecting Italy 
. there were other faotore of a zeceral political kind tending to favour the 
postponeaaent of a general won Accucding to the Duce's view the encircle- 
nent policy of the Western Democracies would certainly function at the 
present time but, after an interval sf time, the points of difference and the 
funcmental jack of unity between the parties of the encirclaiaent front 
would make-theaselves felt and the front would accordingly fall to pieces, 


Finally the Duce was convinced that the present strong state 
of fecling ir mngland and France would not last very much longer especially 
in France the union sacree would break up in party quarrels if suf ficient 
tine were allows: Gn "Ee side of the Avis. At the moment the Axis itself 
was responsible for the faot “hat party Cifferences had been set aside in the 
Dorian conserned, 


; The position of Tapon would also be considerably strengthened 
in. “wo yeors time after the e pecsec. conclusion of the China war, while the 
position of Roosevelt in America would be Severely shaken after a period of 
ete: nal tronymiLity, so that he would not be elected to the presidency for a 
tairi time, wocroas his election was certain if war broke out, Spain which 
had just secutus o sovermmens friendly to the Axis necded a period of rest 
after the Civil Wor but in two to three years time would be in fact a cone 
‘Sicerable factor on the Side of the Axis, (ea -within two years Spain proposed 
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to bild four hattloohtps of 35,000 tons, the plans of which had Secently 
heen brought to Spain by en Italian General, This construction would take 
place ah Bettel, > : 


For these reasons the Duce insisted that the Axis Powers 
should make a gesture which would reassure people of the peaceful intentions 
of Italy and Germany. This could be done through the publication of a 
communique. which Ciano had already given to Ribbentrop (then follows the text 
of the proposed communique), Ciano said that the Duce had in mind a proposal 
for an international conference, The Führer declared that if a conference 
were held, Russia could no longer be excludel from future meetings of the 
Powers. In the German-Russian conversations, the Russians had made it clear 
with reference to Munich and other occasions, waen they were excluded, that 
in future they would not submit to such treatment, In addition to the four 
great Powers and apart from Russia, Poland and Spein must also be summoned 
to a conference, That would mean, however, that italy and Spain would be 
ranged against England, Francs, Russia and Polend, jee an unfavourobie 
position, Ciano said that the Duce considered thas she parey would win at 
a conference which was ready in givan circuustances to alicw the conference 
to fail and take into account the eventuality of war as à result of failure. 
The Duce had, however, given consideration to the Puhrer's view and had 
turned-down_his proposal, He was in favour of a peaceful gesture on the part 
of Italy and Germoatiy” Saying Eat the Western Powers were not really ready 
for war, These Powers, however, accerding to the conviction of the Duce, who 
obtained very valuable information about the Democracies, would certainly 
begin war at the present time if they were in any way driven into a corner 
by the Axis and saw no other way out. The proposed German-Italian gesture 
offered an honourable way out which the danocracies would cert ainly use 
for avoiding war. Wide circles warned them against war and the position - 


of this (anti-war) party would naturally be considered strengthened by 

a peaceful gesture, Poland, from which the Western Powers would certainly 
draw apart, would be isolated after a certain time and be ready to accept 
reasonable solutions to the outstanding difficulties, 


The Puhrer answered that for a solution of the Polish problem 
no time should be lost; the longer one waited until the autumn, the more 
difficult would military operations in Eastern Europe become, From the 
middle of September, weather conditions made air operations hardly possible 
in-these areas, while the condition of the roads, which were quickly turned 
into a morass by the autumn raing, would be such as to make than impossible 
for motorised forces, From Septenber to May, Poland was a great marsh and 
entirely unsuited for any kind of militery operntions, Poland could, however, 
occupy Danzig in September and Germany would not be able to do anything about 
it since they obviously could not bombard or destroy the place. 


Ciano asked how soon, cocording to the Pihrer's view, the Danzig 
question must be settled. The Pwer answered that this settlement must be 
made one way or another by the end of August. To the question of Ciano's; 
what solution the Ster proposed? Hitler answered that Poland must give 
up political control of Denzig, but that Polish economic interests would 
obviously be reserved ond that Polish general behaviour must contribute to 
a general lessening of the tension, He doubted whether ‘Poland was ready to 
aecept this solution since up to the present the Grenn proposals had been 
refused, The Führer had made this proposal personally to Beck at his visit 
to Obersalzberg. They were extremely t'avournblc to Poland. In return for the 
political surrender of Danzig, under a complete guarantee of Polish interests 
and the establishment of a connexion between East Prussia and the Reich, Germany 
would have given a frontier guarantee, a 25 years pact of friendship and the 
participation of Poland in influence over Slovakia, Beck had received the >-.°9 
proposal with remark that he was willing to examine it. The plain refusal of it 
came only as a result of English intervention, The general Polish aims could 
be seen clearly from the press. They’ wanted the whole of East Prussia and even 
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. Proposed to advance to Berlin, It was-tinendurable for a Great Power to tol- 
erate a neighbotr of such hostile-disposition at 150 kilometres from its 
capitol, The Pithrer had therefore resolved to use the occasion of the next 
Polish provocation in the form of an ultimatum, the brutal ill-treatment 
of Germans in Poland, an attempt to starve out Danzig or the invasion of 
Poland within 48 hours and in this way to leave the problem. This would 
mean a considerable strengthening of the Axis just as an Italian liquidation 
of Yugoslavia woul al~> mean an increase in strength. Ciano asked what 
action of this kind against Poland was to be expected beoause Italy must 
amoly prepare herself for all eventualities, The Fuhrer answered thet in 
the circumstances a move against Poland must be reckoned with at any minute, 


During this exchange of conversation the Pätter was given a 
telegram from Moscow and a telegram from Tokio, The conversation wag 
interrupted for a short time and Ciano was then told the text of the Moscow 
telegram, The Russians agreed to the despatch of a German political negotiat 
to Moscow, Ribbentrop added that the Russians were fully informed of the 
intentions of Germany with regard to Poland, He himself at the Ditert e orċc 
had informed the Russian Charge d'Affaires, the Pihrer added that according 
to his opinion Russia would not be ready to take the chestnuts out of the fir 
for the Western Powers, Stalin's position would be endangered as much by a 
victorious as by a defeated Russian arny. Russian interest was to extend htr 
access to the Balkans. Germany had nothing against this. On the other hanc, 
Russia would never interfere on behalf of Poland whom she hated whole-heart ed” 
The sending of the Anglo-French Military Mission to Moscow had only one purpo.. 
i.c. to conceal the catastrophic position of the political negotiations, 


After a further consideration over the communique proposal tice 
Fuhrer said that he would consider this proposal and Ciano's news about the 
general situation for inter-aid, He therefore proposed that the discussions 
should be continued on the following day, 
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Memorandum of a conversation between Hitler, Ribbentrop 
and Ciano at Opersalzberg August 13, 1939 
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The ier said that since the last conversation, he had Been 
considering the whole position. Ribte d meanwhile told him that 
in the circumstonces Ciaro ind. Acoldcd ; tu conclude the cenversations 
with a communique, “he a: ata thie deyicis She deer was 
therefore open, neeone wes vannitted end nc cow: “10.5 locked, 


The Führer bac also cae to tl ier ZO, as he hed seid in a 
previous conversation, trat the danger cf Geloying soa lew into the autumn 
was that Poland would be able to camy oue its relatively iintted aims, 
-Danzig could be made to submit ty slow pressuse api che conin Nosition 
was extremely favourable to Polard. Danzig cove. be bicz Č and slowly 
ruined or even starved out from the sesond hal? of Suptecher and particularly 
from the beginning of October, The Poles 9i pamir E 
This occupation would be followed by a re-con uci 
Danzig on the German side but any further militars arabions: 7 
impossible at the present time of the yco-: Danzig therefore would fall 
into ruin, and the heavily motorised Cerman forces which were necessam 
for deep penetration into Poland could not be used, in a rererc winter, it 
would be possible to undertake certain mılit ay operations, bus the weather 
conditions would make the auergenoy Lending plases and the usual aerodromes 
unusable, If Germany used these aerodromes the flying distances would be 
much prolonged, more petrol would be consumed and a considerable less weight 
of bombs could be oarricd. t was therefore necessary that witnin the 
shortest time, Poland shovld clearly state her intentions, and no further 
pro vocation should be endured by Germany. I these provocations were just 


allowed to pass, the affair would be prolonged until Octoher when tenks and 
airoraft could nat be used. The Polish Cereral Staff knew these climatic 
conditions and their effect upon the Gen 2s ond therefore Poland 

wos playing for time, The F&hrer hod thercfore come to two definite 
Conclusions , 1) in the event of oy further provosaticn, he would — 
inmedistely attack, CH if Folend 644 rot che: “lv ond plainly state her 
political intention, she icsi be Power to i sc Tt should not be 
forgotten that the yess of Zon WA: the Peles hod heeun by means of 
continual instances of provositien hel noi Lached for three months. Any 


Sign of giving wer NOLL, iu Siew of sac piar menta ty, bring a violent 
‘reaction of over-confiderce om bre part of th Poles currendsr would not, 
in any way strenethea the Ceman w sited bet would be regarded by every 
other country as a sien of weakness ių ‘ie Western Democracies had 

already decided to move agair Avis, trey id not in any case wait 

for three or four years before sarvying sab th pan and attack only at a 
time when the Axis Powers Let, ëd nei >Gesrary preparations, but 

they would pass the earlicr eons a -, however, trey bad not yet come to 
a decision in the mutter {and the mirer thought chat ia the state of their 
armaments they had act coms de this decisi on), the best way of vreventing 
them would be to desi. KZ S poliss Nater owiekiy. In general, however, 
Success by one of the Axis partners, not oniy seracteciaal but also vey Ccholo- 
gioal strengthening of the other pariner ¿lso of the whole Axis would eEnsuc. 
Italy carried timcugh a mmber of successful cnerations “x. Abyssinia, Spain 
and Albania and cach time against the wishes the pemocratic Entente, These 
individual actions have not oly s'rengethensd Italian local interests but 

had also reinforced her: generi position, the sime was the case with German 
actions in Austrias and Czechoslovakia Here also not only had German local 
interest been s‘treurtnene but the general pesiticn had been reinforced, The 
Axis hod thereby won considersble vi ctorles, Tř one were to consider what 
would have happened if these individu. operations had not beer successful and 
To ask what the position oi Gemeny would then have been, one reached a 


Ss To A 


Similar conclusion, The strengthening of the Axis by these individua 
operations was of the greatest importance for the unavoidable clash with the 


Western Powers, As matters now sta 1d, Germany and Italy would simply not 
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exist further in the world through lack of space, net only was there ro more 
space but existing space was cotpletely biesKaGed by ins presert posacssers, 
they sat like misers with their heaps of sold. and Geändert, theaselves about 
their righes, The Western Danoernacies wore Somine' cd oc the desire to rule 
the world and would not regera Gomm ane. Traly as thei q 

chological element of con? opt wes nerhaos the worst 

business, It could only be settles ty . 

only be settled by a life and Geach si 

meet more easily beceuse tiker Ire 

Mediterranean was obviously the von, 

claim to predominance, The Duce Pinsel? hod srei ome the position to him 
in the words that Italy olready vas the Goin mower Lu She Mediterranean, 
On the other hand, the F&brer said that geamery 5 texe tne cld Gemen 
road eastwards and that this road was alsr desiravle for econcusic reasons, 
and that Italy had geographical. ona historical claims to permanency in the 
Mediterranean. Bismarck had recognised it and had said as much in his well- 
known letter to Manzzini. The interests cf Germany and Italy went in quite 
different directions and there never could be a conflict between then, 
Ribbentrop added that if the two probi.cms mentioned in yestcrday's conver- 
sations were settled, Italy and Germany would have their backs free for 
work against the west. The Führer said that Pcland must be struck down so +. 
for (750) years long she was incapable of fighting. In such a case, 
matters in the west could be settled. Cino thanked the Führer for his 
extremely clear explanation of the situation. He had, on his side, nothing 
to add and would give the Duce full details, He asked for more definite 
information on one point in order that the Duce might have all the faots 
before him, The Duce might indeed have to make no decision becouse the 
Führer believed that the conflict with Poland could be localised on the 
basis of long experience, He (Ciano) quite saw that so far the Führer had 
always been right in his judgnent of the position, If, however, Mussolini 
had no decision to make, he had to tale certain measures of precaution 

and therefore Ciano would put the following question: - 


The Führer had mentioned two conditions under which he would 
take Poland 1) if Poland were guilty of serious provocation and 2) if 
Poland did not make her politioal position clear. The first of these 
conditions depended on the decision of the Mihrer and German reaction 
could follow it in a moment. The second condition required certai 
decisions as to times Ciano therefore asked whet was the date by which 
Poland must have satisfied Germany about her political condition. He 
` realised that this date depended upon climatic conditions, 


The Führer answered that the decision of Poland must be made 
Clear at the latest by the ond of August, Since, however, the decisive 
pert of military operations against Poland could be-carried out within a 
period of 1, days and the final liquidation-would need another 4 wecks, it 
could be finished at the end of Septatber or the beginning of October 
these could be regarded as the’dates. It followed therefore that the last 
dates on which he could begip te take action was the end of August. Finily 
Führer assured Ciano that since his youth, he had favoured German-Italian ~ 
co-operation and that no other vi.ew was expressed in his books. He ha 
always thought that Germany and Italy were naturally suited for collaborsti : 
Bince there were-no conflicts of interests between them, He was personally 
fortunate to live at a tiae in which, apart from himself, there was one othe): 
statesman who would stand out greot and unique in history; that he could b 
this man's friend was for him a matter oi great personal satisfaction and iJ 
the bo: of common battle struck, he would always be found on the side of 
` the Duce, 





GERMAN ASSURANCE TO NORWAY Or OF OCTOBER 6, 1959 
Refs Dokwaente der deutschen Politik, Vol. VEL, E, 26350 


Ze Germany has never hid any confligts of interest or even points 
of controversy with the northern States, neither has she any today. 
Sweden and Norway have botn been of fered non- agercsssion pacts by 
Germany and have both refused them solely because they do not feel 
themselves Uc: Feed in any way. 


TC 37 
CERMIN ASSUR.NCE TO BELGIUM OF OCTCBER 6, 1939. 
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Dokunente der deutschen Politik Vol. VII, Ty, De A, 


5e Be Lut, 


In.cdiately after I had Ze ken over the affairs of the state I 
tried to create fricudly relations with Belgiwa I renomzed any 
revision or any desire for re satan, The Reich has not made any 
denands which would in any way be likely to be con sidered in 
Belgium as a tliceate l 


TC Ad 
GEN JSSTivuCE TO THE NETEEXLANDS OF OCTOBER 6, 1939. 


Ref: Dokwaente der deutschen Politik, Vol. Vii, I pi 351. 


he Holiand. 

The new Reich has endeavoured to continue the tradi tional 
friendship with Holland. It has not taken over any oxisting 
ci-fercnces between the two countries and has not created any new 
LE Se 


TC 43 
GERMAN ` ASSURANCE T rO- YUGOSLAVIA OF H OCTOBER F 1939 
Ref; Dokumente der deutschen Politik, Vol. VII, I, pe 352. 


Te Lmediately after the conpletion of the Anschluss I in- 
Lued Yugoslavia that, from now on, the frontier vith thks country 
would also de an un: Altera ble one and that we only desire to Lige 


in pea Gei Mrieudship with her. 
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EXTRACT FROHM 
THE FUHRER'S ADDRESS 
ON THE OCCASION OF 
THE DINNER IN HONOUR OF THE PRINCE REGENT OF YUGOSLAVIA 
ON JUNE 1ST, 1939 


Kc The GerĘaan friendship for the Yugoslav nation is not only a 
spontaneous one. It gained depth and durability in the midst of the 
tragic confusion of the world war, The Gennan soldier then learned to 
appreciate and respect his extranely brave opponent, I believet¢hat 
this fecling was reciprocated, This mutual respect finds confinaiation 
in common political, cultural and econcmic interests. We therefore look 
upon your Royal Highness's present visit as a living proof of the accuracy 
of our view, and at the seme time on that account we derive from it the 
hope that German-Yugoslav friendship may continue further to develop in 
the future and to grow ever closer, 


In the presence of your Royal Highness, however, we also 
perceive a happy opportunity for a frank and friendly exchange of views 
which, and of this I an convinced, in this sense can only be fruitful to 
our two peoples and States. I believe this all the more because a firmly 
established reliable relationship of Germany to Yugoslavia, now that, 
owing to historical events, we have become neighbours with common boundaries 
fixed for all tine, will not only guarantee lasting peace between our two 
peoples and countries, but can also represent an element of calm to our 
nerve-wracked contineat, This peace is the goal of all who are disposed 
to perform really constructive work.... 





(UN 


LIST OF DOCUMENTS 


AGGRESSION AGAINST GREECE AND YUGOSLAVIA 


Prosecution 


Reference GE to German 


(Tribunal -blication contain- 
Exhibit no. ) > Description _ing text, 


-e + 


P,S. 2719 29 April 1938 Geen assurance to Yugo iso lunente zur Vor- 
slavia, Official arnounce- ` Geschichte des Krieges 
ment by. German Foreign uswartiges Amt. 1939, 


Office, pr. 2, page 32k, 


Extract from Hitler's add- Dokumente zvm Konflikt 
ress at dinner for Prince ‘mit Jugoslawien und 
Regent of Yugoslavia, Griechenland, 
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TRANSLATION OF DOCULENT 1835 PS 
OFFICE OF U.S. CHIEF OF COUNSEL 


H1154 -0044 


Fuchrer and iii request you immediately to transmit the followins letter by 
Fuehrer to Duce. 


Urgent. To Ambassador: 


report execution. 


Berlin, 28.3.41. 0,5 = 


Duce, cvents force mc to give you, Duce by, this the cuickest means, ny vs- 
timation of the situation anc thc conscquences which may result from it. 


l.) From the beginning, 1 hove rerarcec Furaslavie 2s a danrcrous factor 
the conbroworsy with Greece. Considered from the purcly milite-ry point of vice 
Gorman intervention in the war in Thrace would net be st all justified, as lon 
ns the attitude of Yugoslavia remains ambircucus anc she could threaten the lof 
flank of the advancing columns, on our onormous front. 

ave 
2.) For this reason, I've dene overythine anc honesti. Hf moo: 
Yugoslavia into our community bouid together by mutual interests. 
these endcavors cid not meet with success, or they were by; un t 
any definite result. Today's reports leave “m `ar 
turn in the foreimm policy of Yuroslavia. 


3.) I con't consicer this situation as cn: entastrx phic hut nevertheles 
a difficult one, anc we ,on our part, must avoid any ra f wo do not wilt, 
in the ond, to encangcr our whol. position. 


4.) Therefore, I hevo clreddy arranged for all necessary measures 
nect a critical cevelopment with necessary military means. The chance in 
cployment of our troops has been ordered also in Bulgaria. Now we on 
requust you, Duce, not to ncertakerany further operations in ‘tbania in the 
a the next fiw drys. I consider it necessary that you should cover anc scre 
uhe most important passes fror Yugoslivia into Albania with 211 available fore. 


These measures should not be considered as desizn Cep 6 hong period of 
but as auxiliary measures desicnec. to prevent for at “least fourteen days t 
shrcee weeks a crisis arising. 


I also consider it neccessary, Duce, that you should rcinforec your forces 
n the Itali:n-Yugoslav front with èll ‘-vailnble moans anc. with utmost So, 


5.) I also consider it necessa ry, Duce, that ket honeys wnich we co and or 
w» shrouded in absolute secrecy and that only personalities vhe necessarily mis’ 
po wobifiec, know anything about them. These measures will completcly lose ti 
rlus shoyla they become knovm. 


6.) Today I callcd in the Bulgarian anc the Hunrarian ministers 

them my thoughts on the situ tion anc, with view to military cevel 
bo arouse their interest by explaining to Loth cf them, the nective ft: 
effects which would crise for them in this es, Sine. without the ai 
Hungary and Bulgaria, operations, Duce, ecnnot develop vith the swiftness wh 
wight bo necessary uncer the circumstances. 


If possible in the course of tomorrow, I will inform you, Duco; moro 
about all this. 


7.) Therefore, General von Rint -len will report to you, Duce, tom rrow i: 
a 


the weather is suitable for flyin“ anc will tell you the military cisrositicn: 
which arc being prepared, ne which wo shall cerry out. 


Duce, should secerecy be observed as to these measures, th n in caso sebior 
~ part should become necessary, I have no doubt thet wo will both achieve 
a success no less than the success in Norway a year ° o This is my unshek: 
conviction. 
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DCD my heartfelt ani friencly rrectines. 


fees p = 
/Signcd/ Adolf Hitler 


of letter, Burcau of iinister. 
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High Cormand of the army He, High Command of the 
Army 
General staff of the Arm perations div. (I 
30 March 1941. 
Ref: 540/41 Top Secret. Gen. Staff matter. 


Operational directions for "Operation 25" 
and additional’ directions for "Marita". 


Owing to the change in the political situation in the Balkans, brought about 
by the Yugoslav military coup d'état, Yugoslavia must be regarded as an enemy 
country, even if at first they make declaration of loyalty. 


The Fiihrer and Supreme Commander has therefore decided to smash 


Yugoslavia as quickly as possible. 


The operation bears the code-name "Operation 25", 


Intentions of the Hich Command of the Army are to invade Yugoslavia by a 
concentric movement from the zone Klacenfurt-Graz and around N. Kanizsa on the 
one hand (2nd Army) and from the Sofia zone on the other (12th army) in the 
general direction Belgrade and South thereof and to beat and destroy the 
Yugoslav armed Forces; it is further intended to take over the Southern 
part of Yugoslavian as soon as possible in order to establish contact with the 
Italian mg Groups in Albania and so as to have a basis for the continuance 
of the German-Italian offensive against Greece, 

The early reswmtion of traffic on the Denube.and the occupation of the 
Bor copper-mines are of importance to our war economy. 


Eneiy Dispositions: 


The enemy can be expected to react defensively in Northern Yugoslavia. 
Racial antipathies may even induce the Yugoslav Command to restrict itself to 
the defence of Scrbia proper. In that case numerous and extensive obstacles 

on be expected in the Slovenian and Croatian parts of the country. 


In Southern Yugoslavia the enemy can be expectcd to defo his Eastern 
frontier by making extensive use of obstacles and at the same time to endeavou: 
to protect his rear by invading Albania in collaboration with Greek and Britis. 
forces. 


Once the German attack has disrupted the Yugoslav defences by occupying 
the principal communication roads » the Yugoslav forces can be expected to put 
up a stiff defence in the mountainous territory and to fight with 
determination as long as their ammunition and provisions last. The 
nationality problem may have a decisive influence on the duration and 
stubborness of their resistance. 


For details of enemy dispositions, sec enclosure Nos 1. 


Orders issucd concerning operations against Greece remain valid, including the 
teking of the North Aegean islands; the Fiihrer has, however, reserved himself 
the right to order the taking of Lemnos. Protection of the Turkish frontier 
has been entrusted to the Bulgars for the time being. An armoured division 
Will be made available as reserve. 
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5) Tine-table of Operations : 
"EE 


a) On April 5th, as soon as Air Force units in sufficicnt strength are 
asscnibled and the weather permits, air attack on Yugoslav Ground 
formations and against Belgrade in continuous day and night attacks, 


Simultaneous commencement of attack (this must in no circumstances 
be premature) by the 12th Army (excluding Northern wing, i.c. 
Panzer Grenadier Regt. Noe 1) against Yugoslavia and Greece. 


army H.Q. must be enabled to defer the air attack 10 hours before 
the time for which it is fixed, if weather conditions are 
unfavourable. 


8) Participation of other States: 


a) Italian Participation: 
The task of the 2nd Itelian army overatin: to. the East of 
iriest will be to tie down Opposing enemy forces. Thereafter, 
&s soon Gë the progress made by the 2nd arny disrupts the enemy 
front opposite the 2nd Itelicn army, the latter will join the 2nd 
Army's push towards the South-Eest, LIT boundarics will 
subscquently be laid down. 


On the Greek-Albanion front the Italians Will take up 
defensive positions and will block and defciud the frontier at the 
most inportant crossin.s from Albanin into Yugoslavic at Skutari, 


Kukes, Debar and Struge. 


Liaison Officers will be provided: 

by i2th army to the Italian army Group in Albaniz (already 
instructed) 

by 2nd Aray to 2nd Italian Arny (instructions f ollow) 


Hungarian Participation: 

Hungery will y articipate in the operations against Yugoslavia 
and advance into the zone North of the rivers Sava and Danube as 
for as their confluence with the river Tisa. 


The Royel Hungarian aruy Comand intends to provide at their 
frontiers for that purpose by April 1th: 


The 3rd Ars, consisting of 3 brigades to start with, in the- 
territory to the West of the river Danube, 

The 2nd Army, consisting of 12 brigades,in the territory 
between the rivers Danube and Tisa Š 

One bricađe under 2nd army Bast of the rivcr Tisa. 


The Royel Hungarian Army Comand has agreed to its 
subordination under Army High Command for the operations 
intcnded, Army High Command will appoint a Plenipotentiary 
General Staff Officer as Lisnison Officer to the Royal Hungarian 
Army Command. 


Boundary Lines: 


c) Rumanian Participation: 

No active Rumanian participation in the operations ageinst 
Yugoslavian is to be expected, Rumania will, however » introduce 
reinforced fronticr protection on her frontiers, The main task of 
Rumania fe Ans protcetion a: cinst Russia. 


ES 
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Bulgarian Participe tion: 
Se Soe been Ae D SE? Dez H $ ypa 

Should Pu'saricn forces participate actively in operations 
against Yuszosii vio, ILG 12th army will moke the necess:ry 
acreoncnts with the SA rien amay Commande Bulgarian forces 
operating azainet Yuzjoslavia will be subordinate to Ceruan Commands, 


Air Force Particiv:tion; 
emgeet 


No sireattacks are to w eric out on Croatian territory, unless such 
attacks are ained at Yugosl y nilitary formations in that territory. 


army co-operation will wek out as follows: 
H.Q. 12th Army with VIII Air Corps. 
HQ. 2nd army with ke Air Fleet. 


C-in-C Air Force will arianve for sufficient Avs. protection for 
Graz, Klagenfurt, Villach and Lecben, as well as Vienna, 


(signed) von Brauchitsch. 


COPS ORY EXTRACTS. 


Int. Div. Foreign armies, East Enclosure 1 to: Hizh Command of the 
army/Army General 
Staff/Op. Div. (I) 
Reference 540/42 
Top Sceret, Gen. 
Staff matter dated 
30 karch 1941» 


Details of e 
Total 


After a gencral mobilization, Yugoşlêwvia will have the followin; forces 
availsble: 


24, Inf. Divs. ,of which 11 Reserve divs. 

20 Inf, brigades (itixcd, Active ond Reserve troops). 
3 Cov. divs (Active), 

3 Cave brigades eege: 

1 Fortress div. (Cattaro 

1 Fortress brigade (Sibenik) 


In addition to above are Available; 
Approx. 20 batellions garrison troons for the fortifications on the 
Northern fronticr (against Germany and Hungary). 
10 frontier protection rests. 


Yugoslavia does not possess any large motorized or armoured formations, 


The forees are organized into Armies (1st to 5th Army and the Coastal 
Ap), The 7th Army is in formation on the Northern frontier. 


ét present all active formations have been fully mobilized, whilst most- 
of the Reserve formations are still in course of mobilization, 


-3> 
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General mobilization wes publicly announced over the bron.dcas tin” 
pas tt A AE TART ELEY 
system on linrch 28th. 


The preperstions for the waging of e guerilla wor ere noticeable. 
For thet purpose Yugoslav pera-nilitary or. ganizations (rmoncst others the 
Sokols anc Chetniks) have been specially trained, They heve been armed 
to Infantry scale, wut without heavy arms. 


application of eneny effectiveness: 


liilitary troinin: is out of date. In particular training under 
operational conditions and co-operetion between ts on n hän level have 
been very much neglected The Srbien mountain formations arc the best 
trained troops. 


The Officers cadre is composed of super-annucted Generels, & general 
staff which has been schematically trained on French linces, and unit Officers 
who possess military talents a büt are bedly led, 


The rank ond file are good in individunl combat. They arc courageous, 
tough and modest in their requironcnts, but they are very susceptible to 
attacks with boer arms and from the air, 


The wirforce is as yet little developed (at present approx. 300 
operational planes snd 700 obsolete models zre available). Only a few 
formetions sre in existence. 


To sum up: It can be stated that the Yugoslav army can wage an offensiv 
Wor at most against an equel opponent. she Yugoslav, especially the Serbian 
soldicr will fi;ht cours.jcously, and frequently engage in close combat. 


However, the Yugoslav Arm will quickly succumb to the German forces. 


SS ee E ae te ee et ne ae me pm 


Enclosure 2 to; High Command of the Army/ 
army Gen. Steff/Op. div. 
(I) Reference 540/41 
Top Seeret, General Staff 
matter. 


Order of Ba ttle D 


Panzer Grenadier rest. 1 
H. Qe XIV mot. Army Corps 
" AKKA. " it HI 

XXXXI" i 
XI 
XXX 
L 
XVIII mountain Army Corps 


Panzer dive 
11 
16 
60 mote div. 
Ses. " " "Das Reich" 


«he 





vn 


"Gross Deutschland" 
Stancarte "idolf Hitler 
Jacser reste 125 
Regt. "Goering" 
and Bulgarian formations. 


II. 2nd army. 


He Qe XXXXVI mot. rm Corps 
" LT D H 
" LIT D HI 
T XXXXIX mountain Aray Corps 


Panzer div, 


CO 
TF 


Ee 
ER 


mote div. 


1 
1 
7 
2 
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EXTRACT FRO, 
PROCLA ALTON CP ‘iS FURR TO THE GER.AN POPLE 


ee, Fron the beginning of the struggle it has been England's steadfast 
endeavour to make the Balkans a theatre of war. British diplemacy did, in 
fact, using the model of the World War, succeed in first ensnaring Greece 
by a guarantee offered to her, and then finally in misusing her for Britain's 


purposes, 


The documents published today afford a glimpse of a practice which, in 
accordance with very old British recipes, is a constant attempt to induce 
others to fight and bleed for British interests, 


In the face of this I have always emphasised that - 


(1) The German people have no antagonismte the Greek people, but that 
Ki We shall never, as in the World War, tolerate a Power establishing 
itself on Greek territory with the object, at a given time, of 
being able to advance thence from the south-east into German 
living space. We have swept the northern flank free of the 
English: we are resolved not to tolerate such a threat in the 


south! 


In the interests of a genuine consolidation of Europe, it has bee.. my 
endeavour, since the day of iy assumption of power, above all to establish a 
friendly relationship with Yugos]avia, I have consciously put out of mind 
everything that once took place between Germany and Serbia. I have not only 
offered the Serbian people the hand of the German people, but, in addition, 
have made efforts as an honest broker to assist in bridging all difficulties 
which existed between the Yugoslav State and various nations allied to 


Germany. see 
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BEGINNING Of THE 5TH YEAR OF WAR. 
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A lecture delivered by the Chief ç 
General Staff of the Armed Forces 
7th November, 1943 at MUNTICI!. to tl 
Reich and Gau- Leaders, 
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Jhe Str:tervic Position in the Leimän, of 


the jth Year of er 


ee 


Lecture 
by the Chief of the Gencral 
Staff of the armed Forces to 
the Reichs - «nd Gau- leaders, delivered 
in MUNICH on 7 Nov 1943. 


Introduction _ 

Reichs leader BORMANN hes requested me to sive you a review 
to-day of the strateric yositi.n in the be;innin: of the 5th Year of 
War. 


I nust admit that it was not without hesitation that I 
untertook this noge too easy tssk. t is not possible to Go it 
justice with a few -cenernlitics, It is not necessary to say what 
will be, but it is necessary wo say openly what is. No-one = the 
FUBHRER has ordered = may know more or be told more than he needs for 
own immediate task, but IT have no čoubt at all in my mind, Gentlemen, 
but that you need a preat deal in order to be eble te cope with your 
tasks. It is in your GAUS, after all, end emong their inhabitants 
that all the enemy propaganda, the defeatism, ond the aalicious 
rumours concentrate that try to find thomsclves a plan among cur 
people. Up anc down the country the devil of subversion strides, All 
the cowards are secking a way wt, or = as they call it = a 
political solution, They say, we must negotiate while there is still 
somethings in hand, and 211 these fous are mode use of to attack the 
natural sense of the people that in this war there can only be a 
fi;ht to the end. Copitulation is the cp of the Nation, the end of 
Germany. Against this wave of eneny proparende and cowardice you 
Teed more than forces You D to know the true situation and for 
this reason I believe that I am Justified in giving you a perfectly 
Open «nd uncoloured account of the state of affairse This is no 
forbilden disclosure of secrets » ul a weapon which may perhaps 
help you to fortify the morale of the yeople. For this war will 
not only be decided by force of arms but by the will to resist of the 
whole people, Germany was broken in 1918 not at the front but at 
homés Italy suffered not military defeat but morale defunt. She 
broke down intern lly. The result has been not the peace she 
expected but - through the cowardice uf these criminal traitors - a 
fate a tiousend times harder than continuation of the war at our side 
would have brourht to the Italian people. I cen rely on you, 
Gentlemen, that since I give cnerete fisures m. data concerning our own 
strength, you will treat these detrils ag your secret; all the rest is 
at your disposal without restriction for application in your activities 
as leaders of the -xople, 


I 


The necessity end objectives of this war were clear to all and 
everyones at the moment when we entered upon the War of Liberation of 
Groater Germany and by attacking parricd the danger which menace’ us both 
from Poland ond from the Western powerse Our further incursions into 
Scandinavia, in the direction of the iediterranean end in that cf Russia = 
these also aroused no doubts concorning the general conduct of the war so 
long as we were successfule It was not until more sericus set-backs were 
encountered and cur general situation buran to become increasingly acute, 
thet the German people beran to ask itself whether perhaps we had not 
undertaken more than we could do and set our aims too Dich, To provide an 
answer to this questicnins and to furnish you with certein points of view 
for use in your own explanatory activities is ono of the main points of ny 
present lecture. I shall divide it into three ports 3: 
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A review of the most important questions 
of development up to the present, 


Consideration of the present situation. 


eek: The foundations of cur morale and our 
confidenee in victory. 


In view of sy position as EE cdviser to the Führer 
I shall confine myself in my remarks to the problems of my own personal 
sphere of action, fully sppreciatins at the sume time that in view of 
the prutean nature of this war, I shall in this way be siving expression 
onty ‘to one side of events. 


Te Review. 
1. The fact that the ROY tional=Sociclist movement and its struggle for 
internal power were the preparatory stage oi the outer liberation from the 
bonds of the Dictate ut Vers ailles is not one on which I need enlarge in 
this circle, I shoul like however to mention at this peint how cleorly 
ell thoughtful regular soldiers realise what on important part has been 
played by the National-Socislist movement in re-awakening the will to 
fight ("WHRWILLEN"), in nurturing fighting strenzth ("WEHRKRAFT") and 
in rearming the German people. In spite of s11 the virtue inherent in 
it, the numerically small REICHSWEHR would never have been able to cope wis 
this task, if only beccuse of its own restricted radius cf actione Indec 
what the Fuhrer aimed at - and has so happily been successful in bringing 
about = was the fusion of these two forces 


Ze The seizure ef power in its turn hal meant in the first place the 
restoration of fichtine sovereipnty ("WEHRHOHETY") (conscription, 


occupation of the “Rhine jd ma) a nd re-arnancnt with special emphasis being Lli 


on the creaticn of z icdern crm ured and cir artis 


KÉ The Austrian "anschluss", in its turn, brousht with it not only tht 
fulfilment of an olë national zim Lut alse hd the effect both of rein- 
forcing our fighting, strength ond of mterially improving our strategic 
pesition Whereas up till then the territory cf Czechoslovakic. had 
projecte in 2 most menacines way right into Gerlany (a wep waist in the 
direction of France and an air base for the allics, in patticuler Pussia), 
/Czechoslovalii. herself was now ucnclosed by pincerse Its own stratevic 
position had now become so unfavourcble that she was bound to fall a victi 
to any attack pressed home with rivcur before effective sid from the WESI 
could Le expected to arrive. 


This possibility of oid was furthermore made more difficult 
by the construction of the WIST WALL, which in ccntra-distincticn to the 
MAGINOT Line, was not a meagure based on tebility end resignation Dut one 
intended to afford rear cover or an active pi EE y in the LAST. l 


Le The bloo@less solution of the Czech conflict in the eutumn 

of 1938 anc spring of 1939 end the annexation of Slovakia rounded off the 
territory of Crater Gurmany in such a way thet SS now became possible to 
consider the Folish problem on the basis of more or less favouratle 
stratesi.c promisese 


De This bringe me to the acturl outbreak of the present war, and 

the question hich next arises is whrthcr the moment for the struggle with 
Poland = jin itself? unevoidelli ran favourably selccted or note The 
answer ‘to this:1i tue. Lesa in doubt since the opponent = cfter all not 
inconsiderable/ ITAA EE coll: pseu imexrpectediy SE ily, snd the 
Western Powers wie wore his frieads, wilo they “id declare war on us 

and Porm a, gezond front. yot foe the rost ma le no use of the possibilities 
open to thacm of sneatening ths initiative from cur handse Concernin; 

the courses taken by CS Folish o DEES m, nothing furthor need be said 
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beyond that it proved in a measure which made the whole world sit up 
and take notice a point which up till then head not been certain by any 
means, isce, the high state of efficiency of the youn; Armed Forces of 
Greater Germany, 


66 The main cffect of this success was however that we no 
opponent in the EAST and that in view of the agreements with 
front problem micht be regarded cs for the time being solved, 


te As a result of ail this the point of gravity in the conduct of 
the war naturally shifted to the WEST where the most urrent task was 
clearly defined as the protection of the RUHR aren from the invasion of 
Holland by the British sna French, ven before the Polish campain had 
been concl¥ded the FUHRER had already decided upon an attack apvainst 
this enemy the aim of which could only be complete subjection of the 
Opponent, The circumstance that this decision was ret carried cut =- as 
originally planned = ieee in the late nutum of 1959 =- was meinly due 
to weather conditions but in part olso influenced by our situation with 
regard to armaments, 


8. In the meantime however we were confronted by yet another probla 
which must be settled promptly: the occupntion of Norway and Denmark, TH, 
point here lay in opening up a theatre of War which while it lay miside 
the zone of immedinte danger yet possessed two-fold importance from the 
Yint of view of our general conduct of the war. Inthe first place ther 
wak danger that Enland would seize Scandinevia and thereby besides 
effecting a strategic encirclement from the NORTH would stop the import 
of iron ang nickel which was of such importance to us for war purposes, 
Secondly, it was realisation of our own meritine necessities which mde i 
imperative for us to sccure for ourselves free access to the ATLANTIC by 
number of air snd naval support points, here too, therefore, defensive ar 
offensive requirements combined toform on indissoluble whole. 


The course and conclusion of this campaign are mown, In the 
main it was completed in such Geol time that it was possible to start 
upon the campaign in the WEST vith the setting in cf the most favourable 
Season of the year, in May 194.0, 


9. The decisive success of tiis campaign improved our vosition in 
the best possible waye We gained possession not cnly of the French 
potential o" armauacnts = destined to do us inportant service in the furth 
Course of the war = but shove all the entire ATLANTIC Coast fell into 
our hands with its naval ports and air support points Direct threat to 


H 


the British Motherland had by this means become possible, 


The question now arose whether or not we shoulda carry the war ink 
England by a landing on the grand scale, Furthermore = in view of 
the possible eventuality of the USA entering the war = it was necessary 
to take info consideration the occupation of a number of advanced 
support points in the ATLANTIC (for instance » Iccland sand the AZORES on 
Which in the meantime the enemy had laid his hand). From these islands 
we should be able both to carry on particularly effectively the fight 
against British supplies and to defend the territory of Europe in exactly 
the same way as Japan now holds Greater Bast Asia sccure by means of its 
island advanced bases in the Pacific, However, very wiscly the FUHRER 
refrained from adopting these objectives, Not élone their initial 
execution but the subsequent miuintenance of conmunications by sea would 
have involved a measure of strength which our naval an air equipment coul 
not heave provided permanently, 


10, Jaste cl oy chess songi@eratic ns the winter of 1940/44. provided 
another oppor un wy oL oe Ein: Laglande Although outwardly ovr action 
Only took the form of aid te cur Italian Ally, yet ultimately the point 
at issue was British command of the seas in the Mediterranean whick inits 
turn represented sı heavy menace to the Southern flapk of the European 
Comtinent, 
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‘In a measure as the wesimess and failure of Italy became more 
and more mnifest, as erth A Comp became nore and more a Govan theatre 
of War. imploying our foress in this way - incidentally, no creat force 
Wap invelwod - appeared to be all the more justified since by this means 
strong British land, sea, m1 air forces, end 2 vexy considerable tonnage 
in the way of sco=transport would be kept tied down, away trom German 
"living space", 


11. What was however less acceptable was the necessity of affording 
our assistance as an Ally in the Balkans in consequence of the ‘extra=turn! 
of the Italians against Greece, ‘The attack which they launched in the 
autumn of 194.0 fron Albania with totally inadequate menns was contrary 

to all agreement but in the end led to a decision on cur part which =, 
taking a long view of the matter ~ would have become necessary in any case 
sooner or later, The planned attack on Greece from the NORTH was not 
executed mercly as un operation in aid of an ally. Its real purpose was 
to prevent the British from gaining a foothold in Greece ani from menacing, 
cur Roumanian oil area from that Cauntry. 


12 Parallel with 211 these develomments realisation was steadily er i 
of the danger drawing constantly nearer fron the Bolshevik East - that 
danger which has been only too little rereeived in Germany and latterly, 
for diplomatic reasons » had de Liberately to be ipnored, However, the 
LUHRER himself hag always kept this danger steadily in view and even as 
far back as during the Western Campaign had informed ino of his fundamental 
decision to trke steps against this dancer the moment our military 
position made 4t at all possible, 


13 Following on the interlude of the overthrow in Yuroslavia a the 
Balkan canpaign which followed this, and cur occupation of CRETE » this 
decision was translrted into acti Ne If put into effect at all ; it had of 
necessity to take us deep into Russian territory - a circumstance ontailin; 
dangers to an cxtent not yet encountered in our BreVi.us campaicns. = 


1h. In spite of the fact thet we were not able either tn 1944 nor 

in 192.2 completely to annihilate the enemy's fighting forces and 

thereby to force Russia to ner knees, yet we can definitely claim it as a 
positive result that the Bolshevist danger has been driven back far from 
our own frontiers, 


If to-day, in view of the repected and prolonged setbacks of 
the year 1943 » the oucstion comes Up apin and again, whether we had not 
thoroughly unde reestimnated the eescht of the Lolshevik opponent, the 
operations, may carta “nly be said to be "Yes(, But as regars the 
decision to attack as a whole and that of holding on to this decision for a 
long as possible there can be no dcubtse As in politics so in the 
conduct of war = the issue is not merely one of arithmetical SUMS y 
. and ong of the most inportant lessons taught by war is that correst 
estimation of the opponent is one or the hardest of all hard tasks, 
and that even when everythin, has been correctly summed up, there 
Still remains much that ig imponderable and only becomes clear in the 
course of the battle itself, 


answer to this question in regard to the execution of individual part~ 


One clarification of the situation is however to be perceived in 
that, asia result of our advance into the dark unknown which is Russia, 
we have taken the measure not only of the strength in personnel involved 
but also of n orale ri of cquirment whieh has forced us in our turn to 
institute a tu 4 | "nn an warfare and a technical counter-blast 
such as left to ouscelves wè were hardly likely to have produced. One 
can only think with a shudder of what would have happened if we had 
adopted a waiting attitude in the fact of this danger and, sooner or 
later, had been taken by it by surprise, 
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156 Within the framework of this short sketch of the sweep of 
our stratery all that remains to mention is the occupation of TUNIS 
effected as a counter-measure to the landing of Anglo-American forces 
on the NORTH ond WEST coasts of i Zench North Africa, the rapid loss 
again of which position is probably specially likely to evoke doubt 
in the correctness of cur wider SÉ DN 


Taking it all in 211, however, ¢ithtiny slong the periphery has 
built up for us a capital sum of space which we are now living upon. 


In recapitulation, 2 brief summry of the course of the great 
tactical events up to the burg of 1943: 


The first two years ei war saw Germany and its latcr Allies 
runnin: œ victorious course alnest unparelleled in history. ‘The 
canpaions in Polam, stage Trance, in North Lie, in the Balkans, 
and the ott: cl: on Rus sia as far as the TONETZ, aD: to the getes of MOSCOW 
and up to the VOLKEOV crensed «. wide forefi ee for the defence of Europe 
and as a roit of the ocoupati:n and mine safc of rich of raw 
materials and food, provided the sore ses for 2 lon; war, aes ior 
leadership, better employment of the modern means or War, & ne rag 
gir arm and the exceptionally high fichting value and mora en of « 
troops faced by opponents inferior on GE of kär counts ave prod luced 
these successes, Nevertheless, Curing this period of th’, war, in which 
our superiority on land was ee aaa cnit cur sureriority in the air we 
to make food, at all everts in the weste istricts, orr hopeless 
inferiority at sen, in our last ps at th ii ot victory success has 
eldded use The tantin? in England’, tte for own to the smallest 
detail but with improvised transport resources only, could not be dared 
while the Bx ER óir am hed not been ccnyletely boata And this 
we were not able to do, gust as we have noi been able completely to shat 

he Soviet armed Perces Later genere bic ns will not be able to reproac 
with not having dared: the utmost and so S ; to achieve these 
aims which would have decided the ware 


But no one could take it upon himself to allow the Cerman air ers 
to bleed to dseth in the Battle of Britein in view of the struggle whick 
lay before us against Scvict Russia, 


In the EAST however the natural catastrovhe of the winter of 194 
imposed sn imperative half on even the sternest resolution. 


struck out) 


Our third objective, that ef drawing, Spain into the war on 
our side and thereby creatine the possibility of scining GIBRALTAR, 
was wrecked by the resistance of the Spenish or, better say, Jesuit 
Foreign Minister, SORANO SUNJER. 


It therefore became clear that we could no longer count upon an 
early cnd to the we, but that it would be hard and dirficult and 
confront the whole notion with groat hardsnips +e 

¿fter tho first set-backs on the Enstorn front ond in the North 
African theatre of wer in the vinter of 194.3, the Reich ond its allies 
once again gathered torvether 11 their strongth in order to defeat this 
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Eastern opponent finally by o new assault and to deprive the British of 
their Egyptian base of operations, The creat operation against the 
CAUCASUS anā the DELTA of the NILE failed, however, owing to insufficient 
strength and inddequate supplies. For the first time cur Western 
opponents showed themselves to be superior both on the technical side 
and numerically in the air cver the Mediterranean, ‘The Soviet Russian 
Conmand also continued to stxbilise the front at STALINGRAD and before 
the CAUCASUS, end after that in wintertime using, newly-formec strong 
reserves continued to break-through the petrified over-extended fronts 
on the VOLGA and slong the Dal -~ lergely ocenpied morcover by the troops 
of our Allies, The 6th arny, consisting of the best Garman formations, 
inadequately supplicd and exposed to the storms of winter, succumbed to 
enemy superiorit;. 


Similarly, the Western Powers were able to brings torether in 
Egypt a concentration of lend, sea ond sir forces which held us up at 
the very gates of Esypt and after the battle of EL ALANFIN forced us to 
retreat, and finally, following on the landins of strong: Anglo=suerican 
armies in French North afric:, to surrender the entire African positions 
Again some of the best Gorman divisicns fell n victim to the stranslchol« 
of a suyerior enemy air force on cur supplies vy sea, «lthough not befor< 
they had won for us à certein pein in time which was worth every sacrifis 


4t the end of the winter fighting of 1942/43 and after the 1 
Gr: 


the African Arny the amed forces of Germany snd her Allies were st 
to the utmost. It proved possible to re-form the 5th Armoured arny and 
the 6th Ars - but four alied arnies were lost for food. 


The tactical reserves in tho BAST weuld, it is true be exocption. 
well equipped, but their numbers would nos Lon: er be increased to such a 
pitch as to make it possible Ze envisage any extensive operaticnse 
Gone was the erent mot ility of the Anny and excerting on the Russian 
theatre of war, sone slsc our su perLority in the aire The superior 
economic strenrth of our opponents and their preater reservoir-st' man~ 
power, concentrated to form 2 point of eravity weinst Europe, was 
beginning te tell, ‘The complete failure of italy An ail domains and 
the absence of any munitjons preduction worthy.of the name among our oth. 
Allies could not be adequacely compensated by the tremendous efforts mack 
by Germany, 


Of necessity therefore the initiative was bound to pass over to 
the opposing side and the Reich, end the European nations fighting 
at Germany's side, to po over to the defensive, 


So when the positions pushed out beyond the lurepean front to 
the SOUTH had been taken by the enemy, in July 1943, the enemy attack 
started: in the BAST to resaim the territories lust there and in the Sol" 
against Fortress Murope proper ot its weckest point. In the meantime 
the air arms of the aiglo~americans had already berun the crand assoult 
on the production hearths und morale of cur people at home, 


In the For fast Japan's struggle has developed on much the same 
lines, with the diference » however, thet the Japanese hal pushed their 
advanced positions very much further oway from the Motherland proper and 
Anglo-Saxons did not here undertake any att: cks on i. Large-scale for 
the reason that they had directed their point of gravity against Europee 


EL 


It was at this stare of the wor thatthe Ftalian betrayal took 
place. Its main features will be known to you l'rom what appeared in th. 
press, Actually it was cven more dramatico thon the newspapers showede 
For the Supreme Conmand it was perhaps one of the hardest problems which 
it had as yet hed to master, ihat the removal and arrest of the DUCE 
could not end otherwise than by the Cefection of It aly was completely cl 
to the FULHRER from the first, olthouch many politically less well-trai 
eyes thought to sce in it rather an improvement in our position in the 
Mediterranean and our co-operation with the Italians. There wee many 
personages at this time who failed to understand the Fuhrer'e GHQ in its 
political and military actions, , Por these were directed towards 


6. 
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Owerthrowing: the new Government and libernatine the DUCE, Only the 
smallest possible circle micht know of this, On the military side 
in the meantime everythin; was to be done to stop enemy penctration of 


the Southern front as Yor SOUTH as possible dete on SICILY. 
` Ai A 


Theat the enemy would rinse this noint of fravity to bear on 
some point further WEST in the Mediterrencan =- of that there was not the 
slightest đoubi; the distributioh of his shippin: and lancin;; space made 
this ol, are Where however would this poini 4 On SARDINIA, on 
CORSICA, in APULIA, in CALABRT isy Or if the thesis of Ix trayal were 
true — why not in Ram itself, or near LaCHORN or CLNOL? If he did 
not do this, then our job was to hold as nos Lte 28 possible in ord 
not to let the basc cf th: enemy succ i id in N 
all the German formati in Centrrl xu 
Moreover ne proundg must be given whic d i 
moral prdtext for their Detrayal, or py proimnture he stile action to comit 
the betrayal curselves.e In the meantime the + aitors simply ooze with 
emiability and assursnees of faith, and even rot as Ze vO mek Se 
officers who cane into contact with them dai ful of the truth of t} 
betrayal=hypothesis, This was nothing to be w Dora at, for to the 


<> 


German officers such depths of infz y were imply incomprehvnsible. 


more and more difficult It was perhaps the 
jax whon at times I Wyself hardly knew what I should 
GU pat to the UHRER, The measures to be taken in the event of open 
betrayal had been decided in every detail, The watchword "Axis" youla 
set them in isotion, In the meantime however all the Civisicns, which the 
FUHRER et cnco caused to be moved fron the VEST to Upper Italy, werc 
operatively idle there =- and H tC at a time when the EAST front, subjected 
to severe assault, was berriy & for reserves morc urgently than ever, 


How much meanwhile we hrd b en obisto find oui through car trcops 
and through the borderin , GaU'S = bon a; skeuth-houndg on the track of Lt, 
machinations = in the matter of manifest iy hostile actions oni preparation 
is known to you all, However somehow or other the Italians explained it 


all way, cither as a misunderstandins or wit] SXCUSES» 


In this insupportsble position the FUHRER «creed to slash through 
the Gordian knot by © political and military ultimatum, Then on the 
mornin: or the 7 September the cnemy Landi Sppeared at SALERNO an3 
the afternoon of September 8th news of the 

the ether, Even now however, av the last 

of the Command was still held up: the Italians refused to acmit the 
authenticity of the wireless mussare, The password itself therefore 
would not be viven but only the "stand-by" for the troops, until at 

last at 19.15 this most monstrous of 213 betrayals in history was 
confirmed by the Italian political authorigies themselves. What followed 
was both a drama and c traredy. Only st a later Cate will it be possible 
Cather together and sect forth cll the grotesque details. The more 
disillusioned the troops ani the Cerman Corm anc, the harder the reaction, 
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to my experience » there is yet another onxiety 
It concerns the morale of our own Allies and 
states, might join the 


DI 


course, I 
not my business 


cnter upon the 
and 


i} Ll Ce 


not loved by Sweden and 


of no dancer to us from the 
end will not harm USe 


She lives on our 


In the last few years 


she has been aming heard, and possesses 12 = 42, Infantry divisions, 


3 = 4} armoured srigades, and in ac dition 
all 400,000 men under rns, 
end hope of British-ámcy ican aid, 


long we in the SKAGERHK cut 


This 


Gwe 
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Western opponents is to 
neutrality, Latest events 
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In Hungary, as a feudal state on the old pattern, socinl 
contrasts are still present in their most acute form, The country 
is therefore perticularly liable to infection with the Communist 
idea. In no city in Europe however does this fact appear to be 
less recognised than in BUDAPEST. In that city e Cissolute and 
strongly JUDAIFIED society strate is living op dancing on a 
volcanos, However in contra distinction to Italy, here the min 
mass of the officer caste nt least has reco;mised the denrer, For 
the present at all events for Dun oc there ig no political wey cute 


Japan ; There a heroic people is fichtin, for its existence just 
aS WC arée From the political<stratecic roint of view a preat 

COD yawns in the For East in the clear line of the fronts, 
ROOSEVELT snd CHURCHILL want Russia to join in the fight against 
Japan, We ourselves, from the purcly military point of view, would 
be sled to see the Manchurian armies cross the AMUR or advance asainst 
VLADIVOSTOK. But on this point both the Ae). tie powers stop their 
cars to the syron songs of the West, The reasons for this do not 
lic solely in the supplementary military burem which both States 
would have to trke upon the: selves by such 2 decision, but more 
probably in their own long-term politic:1 considerations For 

why should Japen start a war against Russia for as lont as can be 
Covtain thet there will be no émcricen-British zir tase 

VLADIVOSTOK and while on the distant horizon therc still 

large a conflict of the Western powers against Soviet Rus 


VI 


Leaving the Slippery ground of politics » I now turn to the 
prollen which confronts the High Command to-day and will confront 
it in the near future, We cre firhting clm: ihe inner line, that is, 
we are in a position to tr ansfer strong forces from one theatre of war 
to enbther in a much shorter tiue. Our rock successes in the East 
in 1917/18 and in Italy in 1917 we cwe to «ble exploitation of the 
inner line, To-day this tactica avanta e of the inner line 
is not so marked; at the moncnt the cnemy is so strone on all fronts 
that in spite of our shorter lines of commmication we are se reely 
in a position to Produce more than locel superiority. This state of 
affairs may chang © if the inglo-Saxons take steps to form a second 
or third front in ađditi m to the Italian, At the present tine, 
however, the hardest task of a11 of the Commend is to distribute its 
forces throughout the theatre of wer as a whole in such a way thet we 
may be sufficiently strong as those points ~t which the enemy delivers 
the blow. Moreover, it must be borne in mind that we are not ina 
pusition rapidly to reinforce the South-East, or inland, or Norway, 
because the necessary technical facilitics are not present there. We 
have won advenced positicns in Finland, Norwey, Denmark, in the West, 
in Italy and in the South-Eust in orcer to keep the core of the Reich 
itself nlive. The same reasons which compelled us to take 
these positions also compel us now, st this particular time, when the 
superior Fonc of the enemy cir arm is inflicting grave injury to the 
centre of the Reich, to maintain them, To do so a certain measure of 
strength is necessary. That things are retting warm on the East front, 
mst be admitted; however no success gained by the enemy is directly 
fatal there, with the exception of the less of the Rcumanien oil re: ion. 
None the less the Commend cannot olose its eyes to the fact that the 
brand is now helg in readiness at somo time or another to start a 
conflssration in the West which if not extinguished then and there will 
pass beyond control, 
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It is at this point the various fronts. ecasclessly drar on the 
nerves and decisions of the FUHRER, STEGEMANN once put this into words 
as follows : "In war there is always the same conflict : the swing 
between spenđins and saving the forces aocumlated, This has becn and 
still is a rroblem not easy to solve, War with its unpredictabilities 
its intan; ible dynamies and its fluctuations of luck anë chance cannot 
be determined beforehand. Iie who exp@ads Cverythin;: on one throw 
may later on, as the result of circamstance;., be left with empty hends, 
and he who expends his accurmlatea forces sparingly may, as the result 
of circumstances, never come to win the upper hand, Only he who is 
eble to solv» this problem is able to mastar ware One thing however 
has always been æ; namely, that whaicver may be done must be cone 
with all one's micht if it is to peye That is the only rule which in 
war has never failed," 


Where the enemy will strike to obtain that decision, we do not 
D D e . 3 
Knowe He has nping-off base in the Mečiterrancan and a iping-off 
t 2 È 8 
base in En-land,. 


No theatre of war can be weakened below a certain level, Our 
uttermost cfforts can therefore only take the form of creating, in spite 
of all our manpower problems, new tactieal central reserves ever and 
above the necessary minimus. of occupying; forces. That is now being 
done (Appe ndix). 


This however brings us to the next Cifficult problem which 
always arises in every long war : the interplay ond conflict between 
tne need for soldiers at the front and the need for workers at home, 
Never before has this problem presented itsclf in so acute a form as 
in this highly mechanized Wars herewith a few figures (Appendix). 


How therefore is the Command to decide? the front needs 
soldiers and the front needs WeaponSe hany weapons, end the better 
weapons the hirher the value at ched to the life of the fishting 
mon himself, 


If we had not the FUHRER et the head with sovereim rights of 
decision there would be black murder done on this question, One thing 
however is sure bit is a crime to keep a man able to bear arms working 
at home if he can be replaced by some other worker or if his work is 
not vital. Fortunately Italy's betr ayel hes its good side in this 
question. The flow cf military interneés snd workers from Italy will 
afford considereble relief in this domain, 


This dilema. of man-power shortare has led to the idea of making, 
more thorou;zh use of the han=power reserves in the territorias 
occupied by us. Here right thinkin; end wrong thinkin; are mixed 
up torether, I believe thet in so far ra ecncem s labour, every- 
thing has been done that could be done, Sut where this has not yet 
been achieved, it appearec to be more favourable politically not to 
have recourse to measures of compulsion, exchanging for these ordcr 
end economic aid, In my opinicn however the time has now come to take 
steps with remorseless vigour an? resolution in Demnerk, Holland, France 
end Belvium also to compel thousands of idlessto corry out the 
fortification work which is more important than any other work. 
The necessary orders for this have alrcady been ;iven.e 


The guestion of recruitin;; -licn peoples as fi; hting men 
should however be excminec with the ;reatest ceution and scepticism. 
There was a time when something in the nature of a neurosis emanated 
from the East Front with the slogan "Russia can be conqucred+) only by 
Russians", : 


ee eane er Pe a ee at a te le gr a 


+) In the typescript the word was typed as 'liberated', 
This has Leen scratched out in favour of ‘conquered', 





NN 


Many heads were haunted by the notion of an immense VLASJOV army e 

At that time we recruited over 160 battalions. Our experiences 
were good while we were ourselves attackin; successfully, they 
became Lad when the csition chan:ed for the y; orse and we were 
compelled to retreat, To-day only atout 100 Eastern battalions are 
availzble and hardly one of these Ís in tne East. One Cossack 

and one TURKMEN division ore at the moment un er-oin their test 


d 


by fire in the South-East, AL the moment the Reichfuhrer of the 
SS is enrared in drainine the Gerensive resources of Estonia ənd 
` k & © e 
Latvia as well as the Croatian Mosleia end Mac@oninn manpower supplies, 
D A ~ 
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H wever, what weirhs most heavily to-day on the home front 
and consequently by reaction on the front line ù SO, are the enemy 
terror raids from the gir on ur homes end so on cur wives and 
childrens In this respect the war =- and this cannot be repeated often 
enourh = has assumed orms solely throurh the fault of Encland such 
as are believed to be no lon er possible since the days of the 
racial and ri lisious wars, 

The effect of these terror raids, psychological; moral, and 
material, is such that they must be relieved if they cannct be mede 
to ccase completely, It is true that they = like any other great 
trouble = has hag some ood effects, In face of the ruins of one's 
own possessions all social problems, «11 enviousness ng all the 
petty impulses of the human soul die down. But this is no con- 
solation for us, skins too much of our air arm and inal ility on 
the technical side to keep pice with the sircraft development ond 
radio location of our enemies have broursht us to this passe The 
efforts oi the FUHRER end the Reichs Marshal Will overcome this 
crisis also, The first besinnin s an? first fruits are there, 

We shall counter the avy and powerful armament of the 4. en; ined 
ombers by speed end the annihilatins effect of fire at long rance 
Our enenies have renlized this jon er and are enceavourin; to muet 
it by destroyin; the hearths of production, t is enoush if the 
enemy bombers can be mede with absolute corteinty in all day and night 
raids to lose 10 - 12% of” the aircraft put in, They might pe rheps 
replace this loss on the equipment side, Lut not in personnel; and 
above all the morale of the crews, nost of whom heve no idea for 
what they are firhtin- end who amony, the Americans are mainly 
meterialists, will not hole out against it, I em fully convinced 
that thanks to our new weapons and technical prorress the raids in 
close squadron formation Which alone by meens of their bomb 

carpets have becn able to produce so amihilating en effect will 
not escape their fate, 


Nevertheless the ; restest hopes of 211 have been stamped 
by the military command anë the German people in U-boat warfare , 
and that with ev ery right since within the fremework of the general 
lerve-scale strate ‘ic defensive which we have been forced by the 
development of the war and the radual coming: into effect of the 
supcrior war potential of cur enemics, submarine warfare may be 
revorded as the only offensive sector of the Curman command. Here 
too, in the activities or this weapon, heavy set backs have had 
to be recorded in the course of the last few months, set Lacks which 
have resulted in the successes of the tonnare war no longer being 
able to keep up with the rato at which the enemy is able to build 
his merchentinen, The reason for the decline in U-boat successes 
lies in the anti U-boat defence measures which the cpponent has been 
driving; forward with the uttermost enerry, making use for this purpose 
of wide-senle support by the air arm and new highly officicnt 
detector equi pment to ether with hich cfficiency bombs and submarine 
weaponse The present crisis in the German U-boat war is therefore 
Cirectly traceable to the enemy's air superiority over the Atlantic, 
This crisis nust anc will te overcome, The extraordinary importance 
of the tonse war remains unassailable, as before, In the past it 
has afforded the rcatest hindrance to all enemy plans of operation 
anã it will continue in the future to present the createst threat to 
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any future developrents since all the continuous heavy transport- 
ation of men and equirment for the 4énglo=-Saxon Commend and all supply 
for the armies employed in Europe and for England itself mst come 
by sea. Elimination of the threat presented by the Tonnare-way 
would inevitably set free a vast cneny war potential for employment 
at other points. 


On cur side measures have been instituted, or are already 
being, developed and driven forward with the almost resolution, with 
a view to breaking the enemy defence and bringin’ abcut a radical 
improvement in the fightins value of the kent, 


There is every reason to belicve that they will lead to 
success in the near future and in this way put en end to the 
present slackenin;: in the U-boat war, 


For the rest the C in C of the navy has himself piven you 
an account in prester detail of the general situation in the U-boat 
Ware 


VII 


ILL; The grounds for cur confidence in 


Find Victory, 
When at the end of my considerations I come to sum up the 

general situation in a few words I am bound to describe it quite 

candidly as difficult, moreover I cannot loss over the fact that 

I expect further severe crises, ky own attitude to ards these 

prospects I should like to cheracterise Girectly by the aphorism from 

“FONTAINE & 


"Great times are always just thos: when everythi ¢ seems 
to be going, wrong » when every iaoment brinss the fear: 
now its all cone for, That's when it shows, Courage 
is good but stickine it out is vetter, Sticking it out, 
that's the main thing," 


In particular however our confidence is built up on a period 
of points of view to be scet forth ov jectively. Art the head comes 
the ethical and moral foundation of cur strusrle which ives its 
impress to the reneral attitude of the Gorman people in the hands 
of its Comunnd, The force of the revolutionary idea has not only 
made possible a series of unprecedented successes, it also unables 
our brave troops to achieve feats in defence and in tetreat according 
to plan such perhaps the Russians but certainly no other people 
could achieve and which črive off into the reolm of Utopia any hope 
on the pert of our opponents for a military brealdown. 

ás against this moral, e Be ač military tendencies of 
our opponents by no means from a choped uniformly directed wholee 
This shows most clearly in the fiphtin;: morale of the Mplish and 
4émericans whose successes in Africa, Sicily and Italy are solely 
ascribable to the weakness ond treachery of our Ttolian ally. Where 
they have met German force in battle > they have shown themselves 
inferior throuyhout tha gained the advantage only as a result of 
multiple numerical advantace, This shows particularly clearly from 
the point of view of their conduct of the wor, for accorcing, to our 
ideas it is .otally incomprehensiwle that the énvlo-imericens $ 
should have avoided forming the Second Front in the WEST which their 
Russian allies have been demanin for over two years, ond they have 
by no means extracted from their opportunities in Mediterranean that 
which according to the true state of ant Are and by German standards 
of activity they might have extracted. 
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Well, whetever comcs, any further attack by our opponents 
whether in the NORTH or WEST, in Italy or in the Balkans - will 
place their readiness for action to a hard test. We ourselves 
could tell a tale from the Staue in North Africa what supply 
difficulties can mean end the sacrifices they may entail. find 
reports of the most verious kinds from the camps of cur opponents 
all point in the same direction, showing how difficult the 
reversion of these conditions is already being found by the 
enemy. 


My most profound confidence is however bascå upon the 
fact that at the head of Germany there stands a man who by hès 
entire development, his desires and striving can only have .een 
destined by fate to lead our people into e bri;hter future. We. 
In defiance of all views to the contrary I must here testify that 
he is the soul not only of the political but also of the 
military conduct of the war end that the force of his willpower 
and the creative riches of his thourh animate and hold tosether 
the whole of the German Armed Forces, vith respect to stratejy, 
organization and munitions of-war, Similarly the unity of 
political and military commen Which is sc imrortant is 
personified by him in a wey such as hee never been known since 
the days of Frederick the Greet. 

That no command is free cf errors has often been said by 
the FUHRER himself, moreover the history of war — to use an 
aphorism of SCHLIEFFUN's = consists in seneral only of a series of 
errors and every war situation, natusclly, can only be the product 
of errors. 


What matters ultimately is contant readiness to act, 
the determination never to let oneself be beaten anë ays to 
stick to the cnemy, That it is so now I am able to assure you from 
the bottom of my heart. 


Further, as regards the part played by his collaborators, 
once arein, as beforc, 2 quotation from CLAUSAVITZ which is not 
very generally known has been found truc; "The most perfect 
General Staff with the most correct views ond principles does not 
in itself represent perfect leadership of n army, if the soul of 


a great General is missing." 


It Gen, us us all therefore to crush down within ourselves 
all faint hcartedness and by so deine to create within ourselves 
the foundations of that confidence out of which alone victory 
can CO fter all, the other fellow is just a bit more 
frightened still, and a war is only lcst when it is civen Upe 


How this war will end, that pm: mn con foretell. What 
impondersbles it may yet bring with it, how meny hopes may be 
disappointed and how many troubles may turn to the contrary, lies 
hidden in the darkness-of the future. All that is sure is that we 
shall never cease te fi; ht, for through the history of. the world 
there run, like an iron law, progress cond sdvance upwarde In 
these Europe hes led and at the heal of Europe - Germany. 

Europe under the whip of American Jew: or Lolshevik conmissars 

is unthinkeble, 


At this hour I would wish to testify not with the lips but 
from my deepest heart, 


Thet our trust end faith in the FUHREP is boundless. 
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that for us there is no higher law and no more holy duty 
than to fight to the last breath for the freedom of our 
people. 


= that we will throw off 211 who ere soft and forret their 
duties, 

- that all the threats of our oppenents only make us harder 
and more resolute, 


=- that we do cherish any false hopes that anyone else micht 
save us from that Bolshevism which will sweep away all should 
Germany falle 


- that we ourselfes will defend the ruins of our contry to 
the last cartridge since it is a thousand times better to live 
amon; them than in servitude, 


- that we shall win because we must win since otherwise 
world history woul have lost all meanings 
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